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OF  THE  LATE 


Unhappy  Dlftnrbance  In  Boston. 


H  O  EVE  R  has  converfcd  much  with 
thofe  who  have  been  lately  at  Boilon 
mufl-  know  that  the  arrival  of  the 
King’s  troops  at  that  town  In  1768  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  difguftful  to  all  that  part  of  the  people 
who  call  themfelves  the  Jons  of  liberty^  and  deny 
the  authority  of  the  BrltlOi  parliament  to  pals  the 
late  afts  for  Impofing  duties  upon  certain  articles 
of  trade  Imported  into  America,  and  who  cer¬ 
tainly  form  a  great  majority  of  the  people  in  that 
town,  though  perhaps  not  of  the  perfons  of  the 
beft  fortunes  and  moft  refpeflable  charaders  in 
the  place.  Whether  they  are  right  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  1  lliallnot  here  inquire.  But  it  ought  to 
be  clear  beyond  the  poffibility  of  a  doubt  on  the 
fide  of  the  Americans,  in  order  tojuftlfy  the  vio¬ 
lent  meafures  that  have  been  taken  at  Bofton  to 
carry  it  into  pradtice,  which  have  amounted  to 
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little  lefs  than^  a  forcible  oppofiiion  to  the  execur 
tion  of  thofe  ads  of  parliament,  or,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  ftatute  of  treafon,  a  levying  war 
againft  the  King.  And  in  the  conduft  of  this 
oppofition  (even  If  we  fuppofe  for  a  moment 
that  the  oppofition  itfelf  could  be  jiiftified  upon 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nature,  which  in 
fome  cafes  of  extreme  neceffity  allows  of  a  re- 
fifiance  againft  illegal  exercifes  of  power),  they 
have  not  behaved  with  that  opennefs  and  candour 
that  would  have  been  fuitable  to  the  divnitv’  of 
tneir  pretenfions,  but  have  perfecuted  both  thofe 
of  the  nr  own  countrymen  who  prefumed  to  . 
differ  from  tliem  in  opinion,  and  the  King’s 
troops  who  were  lent  thither  to  preferve  the 
public  peace,  w^ith  the  utmolT:  malice  and  In- 
jiiftice.  It  h  as  been  deemed  a  crime  to  affiri.* 
that  the  authority  of  the  Britifii  parliament  was 
fupreme  in  all  refpecls  throughout  all  the*  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  a 
forcible  refiftance  to  the  ads  eftablifhed  by  It  was 
unlawful ;  and  thofe  bold  and  honeft  men  who 
have  ventured  to  affirm  this  have  been  ftigma- 
tlzed  by  the'name  of  tories^  as  perfons  Infenfible 
of  public  liberty  and  devoted  to  the  old  exploded 
do6lrines  of  paffive  obedience  and  non-refiftance. 
And  it  has  been  made  a  crime  of  a  fiill  blacker 
die  to  continue  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the 
mother- country,  or  to  refufe  to  enter  into  their 
non-importation  agreements,  or  illegal  combina¬ 
tions  to  diftrefs  her  trade.  And  thofe  who  have 
prefumed  to  do  fo,  in  the  purfult  of  their  ufuaB 
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and  lawful  callings,  and  in  compliance  with  what 
they  took  to  be  their  duty  to  the  public  as  obe¬ 
dient  fubjefts  of  the  crown,  have  been  marked 
out  by  advertifements  In  their  public  news-papers 
as  traitors  and  enemies  to  their  country  and  fit 
viftims  to  the  fury  of  a  licentious  and  deluded 
populace.  And  as  to  the  King’s  troops,  who 
were  fent  thither  In  Oftober  1768,  they  have 
been  treated  by  thefe  fons  of  liberty  and  well-dif- 
pofed  perfons  (as  they  ftile  themfelves)  with  a 
degree  of  cruelty  that  could  not  have  bcenjudi- 
-fied,  and  probably  would  not  have  been  practifed 
^  by  them,  towards  prlfoners  of  war  of  the  nation 
with  which  we  are  ofteneft  at  enmity.  For  they 
not  only,  upon  the  firft  arrival  of  thefe  troops  at 
Bofton,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  pre- 
\o'nt  their  having  quarters  alhgned  them,  and  to 
oblige  them  to  continue  In  camp,  though  the 
rigour  of  the  winter-feafon  was  beginning  to  be 
felt ;  but  they  have'ever  fince  been  traducing  them 
with  the  moft  fcurrilous  and  abufive  language, 
and  harraffing  them  with  vexatious  acdions  at 
law  for  trifling  trefpafles  occafioned  by  provoca¬ 
tions  defignedly  giv^en  by  themfelves  In  order  to 
draw  them  into  difficulties  •,  and  with  malicious 
accufations,  oftentimes  intirely  falfe  and  always 
overcharged ;  and  with  ev^ery  other  low  and 
fpiteful  device  that  rage  and  difappointment  at  the 
check  they  received  In  their  defigns  by  the  arrival 
of  thofe  regiments  at  Bofton,  could  fuggeft. 
muft  add  alfo  the  perverfion  of  juftice  in  the  moit 
flagrant  manner  in  their  courts  of  judicature,  fo 
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ftr  as  the  juries  were  concerned  in  the  admini- 
Itration  of  it,  by  finding  verdids  upon  almoft  any 
evidence  agamft  a  foldier,  while,  if  the  foldi^ 
was  tlie  coniplaining  party,  no  proof  was  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  lufhcient  to  produce  out  for  him.  Thefe 
are  faifts  of  fuch  notoriety,  that  it  is  prefumed  the 
Ions  of  liberty  themfelves  will  hardly  -  think  fit 
to  deny  them ;  but  will  rather  endeavour  to  ex- 
ciUe  and  vindicate  their  condiid  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  a  jefuitical  morality  and  the  lawfulnefs 
ot  ulmg  any  means  to  obtain  fo  glorious  an  end 
^  the  recovery  of -public  liberty.  But  if  they 
Ihoiild  deny  them,  I  muft  refer  the  reader  to  the 
teftimony  of  all  the  Englifhmen,  of  every  rank 
and  profeflion  of  life,  that  have  been  at  Bofton 

P^oof  of  them. 

This  ill  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
t^owards  the  King’s  troops  had  gone  on  increafincr 
from  the  time  of  their  arrival  there  till  the  late 
Unhappy  Difturbance  by  which  fome  of  them 
have  loft  their  lives,  and  had  proceeded  to  fuch 
a  length  that,  as  two  gentlemen  of  the  20th  re- 
girr.ent  Lieutenant  Dickfon  and  Enfign  St. 
Uair,  declare  in  their  depofition  (which  is  print- 
ed  in  the  Appendix,  No.  no.)  it  was  become 
imiare  for  an  officer  or  foldier  to  walk  the  ftreets, 
and  that  they  had  been  delired  to  take  care  of 
themfelves  by  an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  who 
had  heard  feveral  of  the  people  fay  that  they 
would  kill  all  the  officers  in  town,  and  that  after 
that  they  fliould  be  able  to  manage  the  foldierr 
by  giving  them  land  and  Lttling  them  in  the 
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back  parts  of  the  province.  Such  was  the  tern* 
per  of  the  people  with  refpeft  to  the  King’s 
troops  for  fome  time  before  the  late  accident; 
and  it  feems  to  have  occafioned  a  pretty  ftrong 
degree  of  refentment  in  the  latter,  and  perhaps 
made  them  not  unwilling  to  embrace  any  oppor¬ 
tunity  that  chance  might  offer,  conliftcntly  with 
their  duty  and  the  law,  to  take  fome  revenge  on 
thofe  who  had  fo  long  Ill-treated  them.  That 
it  fliould  have  fiich  an  effeft.  Is  probable  In  itfclf 
from  the  natural  paffions  of  mankind ;  and  that 
it  did  produce  this  natural  refentment,  may  be 
collefted  from  fome  of  the  depofitions  In  the 
Bofton  Narrative,  particularly  thofe  of  Mary 
Thayer  and  Bartholomew  Broaders,  N°*.  ii  and 
38  of  the  Appendix,  fuppofing  thofe  teftimonies, 
which  carry  In  them  ftrong  marks  of  a  party 
biafs,  deferve  in  this  particular  to  be  believed : 
but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  inferred  from  their 
conduft  on  the  5th.  of  March,  or,  as  the  Bofton 
Narrative  calls  it,  the  horrid  Maflacre.  The 
natural  defire  of  defending  themfelves,  and  the 
fenfe  of  the  duty  incumbent  upon  them  In  that 
unhappy  moment  to  repel  force  by  force  in  order 
to  defend  a  centinel’s  poft  which  they  were  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  guard,  and  which  was  then  attacked 
by  at  leaft  an  hundred  people,  armed  with  blud¬ 
geons,  fticks,  and  cutlafles,  will  be  fufticient  to 
account  for  their  firing  on  the  aflallants  on  that 
occafion  without  any  mixture  of  revenge.  The 
circuinftances  of  this  unfortunate  affair,  and  of 
the  previous  (juarrelwith  tho  rope-makers,  which 
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gave  rife  to  it,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  Collected  ftotA 
the  Bofton  Narrative  ^to  which  I  refer  the  reader 
for  them)  and  thofe  printed  at  the  epd  of  this 
Jradl,  feem  to  liave  been  as  follows : 

On  Friday  the  2d  of  March  Jaft,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  as  three, fbl- 
diers  of  the  29th  regiment  of  foot  were  paffing 
by  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope-walk  in  a  peaceable 
and  ihoffenfive  mamier,  one  Green  a  rope-maker^ 
who  was  at  work  there,  afked  one  of  the'foldiers 
whether  Ite  wanted  work ;  to  which  the  foldier 
anfwered  that  he  did ;  “  Then,”  faid  Green, 
f‘.you  (hall  go  and  clean  my  neceflary-houfe.’’ 
(See  Samuel  Boft wick’s  evidence,  N".  23.)  This 
i'nfult  provoked  the  foldier  to  ufe  a  good  deal  of 
ill  language  in  return,  and  to  fwear  that  he 
would  have  fatisfadion  for  it.  Upon  this  one  of 
the  rope-makers,  named  Nicholas  Ferriter,  camfe 
np  to  him  _  aqd  tripped  up 'his  heels,  and,,  after 
be  tyas  fallen,  another  of  them,  named  John 
Wilfon,  took  his  fword  from  him,  (which,  Fer¬ 
riter  fays,  appeared  naked  under  his  coat,)  and 
carried  it ’into  the  rope. walks.  The  foldier  then 
went  to  Green’s  barrapk,  and  in  about  twenty 
minutes  returned  with  about  eight  or  nine  more 
fpldiers,  armed  with  clubs,  who  began  with 
three  or  four  men  in  Mr.  Gray’s  warehoiife  by 
alking  them  why  they  bad  infulted  the  foldi.'r 
aforefaid  I'hefe  men  immediately  called  out  for 
affiftance,  upon  which  they  were' joined  by  a 
number  of  rope-makers,  with  whofe.-  help  they 
the  fpldiers.  Th’e  foldiers  upon  this  re¬ 
turned 
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tlif'ncd  to  t^it  barrack,  and  In  a  few  ininutes 
appeared  again  in  the  rope-walk  with  a  ftronger 
party,  making  now  about  thirty  or  forty,  arr4d 
with  clubs  and  cutlafles,  and  headed  by  a  tall 
negroe  druttimer.  This  party,  fell  upon  the 
rope-makers  near  the  tar-kettle ;  but,  nine  or 
ten  more  of  the  rope-makers  coming  up  to  the 
alhdancc  of  their  companions,  the  foldiers  were 
again  beat  off  with  corifiderable  bruifes,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  rope-makers  as  far  as  Greeh’s-lariej 
when  a  corporal  came  and  ordered  the  foldiers 
into  their  bk-racks  j  and  Mr.  John  Hill,  an  elder¬ 
ly  gentleman  of  the  town,  who  feems  to  have 
been  a  magiferate,  perfuaded  the  rope-makers  to 
go  back,  and  they  readily  obeyed  him. 

Hitherto  we  fee  no  footfteps  of  a  maffacre,  or 
intended  maffacre,  of  the  inhabitants.  Sorne 
foldiers,  having  been  affronted  by  the  fope-ma- 
kers,  go  out  to  take  revenge  on  them  without 
■their  military  weapons^  armed  only  with  clubs,; 
in  order  to  give  them  a  beating.  The  occafiori 
of  the  quarrel  was  fudden,  and  the  duration  of 
It  fhort.  No  officers,  not  even  the  ferjeants  and 
corpiorals,  appear  to  have  been  concerned  in  it  j 
and  a  iingle  corporal  had  influence  enough  to  put 
an  end  to  it. 

On  the  next  day,  Saturday  the  3d  of  March', 
there  happened  another  fray  in  Mr.  Mac  Neil’s 
rope-walk  betw^een  three  grenadiers  and  fix  ot 
feven  rope-makers,  in  which  the  rope-makers 
.  had  again  the  advantage. 
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Thefe  contentions  heightened  the  animofitles 
of  both  parties.  The  foldiers  wlflied  for  another 
engagement  to  revenge  themfelves  on  the  rope- 
makers;  and  the  towns-people  feem  to  have  re- 
folved  to  make  ufe  of  their  vaft  luperiority  of 
numbers,  which  had  given  them  the  advantage 
in  the  former  encounters,  either  to  deftroy  the 
foldiers  intirely,  or  to  drive  both  them  and  the 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  out  of  the  town. 
With  this  view  they  feem  to  have  intended  to 
draw  the  foldiers  out  of  their  barracks  to  a  ge¬ 
neral  engagement  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  that  is,  with  fticks  and  clubs,  and  to  affem- 
ble  a  large  mob  for  that  purpofe,  of  which  the 
rope-makers  fhould  be  the  leaders,  that  it -might 
feem  to  be  only  a  renewal  of  the  quarrel  that 
bad  lately  happened,  and  not  a  general  defign  of 
the  inhabitants  to  rife  upon  them.  This  at  leaft 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  the  plan  formed  by 
the  towns-people  on  this  occalion,  upon  a  care¬ 
ful  perufal  of  all  the  evidences  relating  to  this 
unhappy  bufinefs,  which  are  fubmitted  to  the 
reader’s  conlideratlon. 

Thefe  animolitles  were  confiderably  heightened 
by  the  fudden  abfence  of  a  ferjeant  of  the  14th 
rco^inient  on  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  3d  of 
March,  which  continued  likewife  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  Sunday  the  4th  of  March,  and  gave 
rile,  in  that  time  of  jealoufy,  to  a  fufplcion 
.among  the  foldiers  that  he  had  been  murdered  by 
the  rope-makers.  This  fufpicion  proved  to  be 
ilI>arounded  :  but,  while  it  cominued,  it  occa-. 
^  fioned 
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lioned  Colonel  Carr,  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of 
the,  14th  regiment,  and  his  officers,  to  go,  on  the 
Sunday,  into  Mr,  Gray’s  rope-walk,  and  fearch 
for  him  in  every  part  of  it  with  ■  the  greateft 
anxiety  and  diligence,  to  the  furprize,  and,  it 
fcems,  not  much  to  the  fatisfaftion,  of  Mr. 
Gray.  Mr.  Gray  upon  this  went  direftly  to 
Colonel  Dalrymple,  (the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of 
the  29th  regiment,  and  commanding  officer  of 
the  troops  then  at  Bofton,)  and  related  to  him 
what  he  underftood  had  paffed  at  the  rope-walk 
two  days  before ;  to  which  the  Colonel  replied 
that  it  was  much  the  fame  as  he  had  heard  from 
his  people,  and  then  fald  that  Mr.  Gray’s  man 
was  the  aggreffor  by  affronting  one  of  the  fol- 
diers  by  alking  him  if  he  wanted  work,  and  then 
telling  him  to  clean  his  little-houfc.  _  Mr.  Gray 
made  anfwer  that  he  would  difmifs  his  journey¬ 
man  the  next  morning  for  that  infolent  expref- 
fion,  and  would  further  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  prevent  his  people  from  giving  the  fol- 
diers  any  affront  for  the  future.  And  Colonel 
Dalrymple  in  like  manner  affured  Mr.  Gi'ay  that 
he  had  done,  and  ffiould  do,  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  keep  the  foldiers  in  order  and  prevent 
their  any  more  entering  Mr,  Gray’s  inclofure. 
Prefcntly  after  Colonel  Carr  came  in  and  alked 
Colonel  Dalrymple  what  they  fhould  do ;  for 
that  they  were  daily  lofing  their  men  ;  and  that 
three  of  his  grenadiers  paffing  quietly  by  the 
rope- walks  had  been  greaily  abuied,  and  one  of 

them  fo  much  beat  that  he  was  likely  to  die  of 
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Hs  bruUes.  He  then  faid  that  ’ he  h^d'  beeft 
learching  for  a  ferjeant  who  had  been  murdered. 
^Upon  which  Mr.  Gray  faid.  “  Yes,  Colonel ; 

I  hear  you  have  been  fearchlng  for  him  in  my 
‘  rope -walks and  alked  him  whether  that 
lerjeant  had  been  in  the  affray  there  On  the  Fri¬ 
day  ?  The  Colonel  replied,  “No;  for  he  was 
“  feen  on  the  Saturday.”  Mr.  Gray  then- afked 
him  how  he  could  think  of  looking  for  him  ip 
his  walks,  and  faid  that,  if  he  had  applied  tp 
Jum,  he  would  have  waited  on  him  and  have 
opened  every  apartment  he  had  for  his  fatisfac- 
tion.  This  is  the  fubftance  of  Mr,  John  Gray’s 
depofitlon  (N®.  p.)  and  fhews  how  greatly  the 
fufpicions  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  wfre  alarm- 

cd  by  the  fudden  and  unaccountable  abfence  pf 
the  ferjeant. 


On  Monday,  the  5th  of  March,  the  day  of 
the  difturbance  that  proved  fatal  tp  fome  of  the 
inhabitants,  about  feven  o  clock  in  the  evening, 
numbers  of  the  towns-people  of  Foftpn  were 
feen  walking  in  the  ftreets,  in  feveral  different 
parties  of  from  about  three  to  fix  men  each,  arm- 
ed  with  clubs,  Mr.  John  Gillelpie,  in  his  depo¬ 
fitlon,  (N°.  104,)  declares  that,  as  he  was  going 
to  the  fouth  end  of  the  town,  to  meet  fonie 
friends  at  a  public  houfe,  he  met  feveral  people 
in  the  flrects  in  parties  of  this  kind,  to  the  num¬ 
ber,  as  he  thinks,  of  forty  or  fifty  perfons  ;  and 
that  while  he  was  fitting  with  his  friends  there, 
feveral  perfons  of  bis  acquaintance  came  in  to 
them  at  different  times,  and  took  notice  of  the 
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n\iinbers  of  perfon^  they  had  feen  in  the  flreet 
med  in  the  above  manner ;  and  that  about  -eight 
o’clock  one  Mr.  Fleming  came  in  and  told  them 
that  three  hundred  people  were  aflembled  at  LI^ 
berty-Tree  armed  with  flicks  and  dubs  to  beat 
the  foldiers.  Mr.  Gillefpie  goes  on  and  fays^ 
that  about  half  an  hour  after  eight  the  bells  rung> 
which  he  and  his  company  took  to  be  for  iirc ; 
but  they  were  told  by  the  landlord 'of  the  houfe 
that  it  was  to  colled  the  mob.  Mr.  Gillefpie 
upon  this  refolved  to  go  home,  and  in  his  way 
met  numbers .  of  people  'who  vVere  running  paft 
him,  of  whom  many  were  armed  with  clubs  and 
flicks,  and  feme  with  other  weapons.  At  the 
fame  time  a  number  of  people  paffed  by  him  with 
two  fire-engines,  as  If  there  had  been  a  fire  in 
•the  town.  But  they  were  foon  told  that  there 
was  no  fire,  but  that  the  people  were  going  t6, 
flght  the  foldiers*;.  upon  which  they  immediately 
quitted  the  fire-engines,  and  fwore  they  would 
,go  to  their  affiftance.  All  this  happened  before 
the  foldiers  near  the  cuftom^hdufe  fired  their 
mufkets,  which  'was  not  till  half  an  hour  after 
nine  o’clock  ;  and  It  (hews  that  the  inhabitants 
had  formed,  and  were  preparing  to  execute,  a 
defign  of  attacking  the  foldiers  on  that  evening. 
This  account  Is  confirmed  by  the  depofitlon  of 
William  Davies,  ferjeant- major  to  the  14th  re¬ 
giment,  who  declares  that,  on  the  fame  evening 
about  eight  o’clock,  as  he  was  going  towards  the 
north  end  on 
ftreets  a  large 
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gimental  bufinefs,  he  faw  m  the 
body  of  the  inhabitants,  armed 
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fbme  with  fire-arms,  and  others  with  cutlafles 
and  bludgeons,  crying  out,  that  “  they  would 
“  do  for  thofe  rafcals,  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
that  night.”  This  was  more  than  an  hour 
before  the  firing.  He  fays  further,  that  he  re¬ 
turned  home  about  nine  o’clock,  and  as  he  came 
near  the  market-place,  he  faw  a  greater  number 
of  people  than  before,  tearing  up  the  butchers 
flails  for  clubs,  and  fwearing  they  would  mur¬ 
der  the  firft  officer  or  foldier  they  fhould  meet 
with.  They  then  gave  three  huzzas,  and  cried, 
“  Now  for  the  bloody-back  rafcals,”  And  fome 
of  them  faid,  “  Let  us  attack  the  main-^guard.” 
Others  propofed  to  attack  Smith’s  barracks ;  and 
others  faid,  “  Away  to  the  rope-walk.”  And 
inftantly  the  mob  divided  into  three  divifions, 
of  fome  hundred  men  in  each  divifion  :  and  the 
bells  at  the  fame  time  were  ringing.  The  fer- 
jeant-major  then  went  to  a  friend’s  houfe  and 
changed  his  drefs :  and  in  repairing  from  thence 
to  his  barrack  through  the  feveral  ftreets  that  led 
to  it,  he  faw  feveral  armed  towns -people  crying 
out,  “Murder,  kill  all  the  dogs:  for  we  will 
“  have  no  commiffioners  nor  foldiers  in  Bolton. 
“  And  damn  the  fcoundrel  that  firft  ordered  them 
“  here.  We  will  foon  rid  the  town  of  them 
“  all or  words  to  that  effeft.  And  all  this  he 
faw  and  heard  before  the  firing  in  King’s-ftreet. 
Nothing,  as  I  conceive,  can  prove  more  clearly 
the  defign  of  the  towns-people  to  make  an  attack 
that  evening  on  the  foldiers, 
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The^cuftonvhoufe  nnd  the  centry  pofted  there 
to  defend  it  feem  to  have  been  a  principal  objeft 
of  the  people’s  fury.  For  they  began  to  affem- 
ble  about  it  In  great  numbers  before  It  was  dark, 
that  is,  before  feven  o’clock,  or  more  than  two' 
hours  before  the  extremity  of  violence  that  ob¬ 
liged  the  foldiers  to  fire.  Thomas  Lochead,  in 
his  depofition,  (N'’.  ico.)  declares,  that  as  he 
was  paffing  through  Klng's-ftrect,  a  little  before 
dark,  he  obferved  a  number  of  towns-people 
Handing  almoft  clofe  to  the  centry  then  on  duty 
at  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  prefently  after  he  faw 
feveral  of  them  throwing  inow-balls  and  pieces 
of  Ice  at  him,  upon  which  the  centry  faid, 
Gentlemen^  I  beg  you  •will  let  vie  alone  and  go 
away  from  my  pof :  for^  if  you  do  not^  you 
mufi  take  the  confequencesr  Upon  this  a  gen- 
-tleman  drefled  in  a  red  cloak  went  to  the  people 
and  fpoke  to  them,  and  advifed  them  to  let  the 
centry  alone.  I  hey  accordingly  went  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  ftreet,  and  there  remained.  In 
about  an  hour  after,  that  Is,  about  eight  o’clock, 

'  Thomas  Lochead  had  cccafion  to  pafs  by  the 
fame  way  again,  and  then  obferved  a  number  of 
people  ftanding  in  the  fame  place  as  before,  arm¬ 
ed  with  fiicks  and  large  clubs,  who  threw  fnow- 
balls  at  him  as  he  palled  by,  and  called  him  a 
bloody-back  rafcal,  notwlthfianding  he  faid  no¬ 
thing^-  to  provoke  thein. 

About  nine  'o’clock  Edward  Hills,  being 
among  the  mob  near  the  town-lioufe  at  Bofton, 
when  the  bells  were  fet  a  ringing  to  bring  the 
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people  together,  heard  fome  of  them  fay,  they 
would  go  down  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  where 
there  was  a  centry'placed,  and  would  take  him  off 
his  poll.  Upon  this  Mr.  Hills  went  Immediately 
to  the  main-guard  to  acquaint  the  foldiers  with 
what  he  had  heard.  In  the  mean  time  the  mob 
furrounded  the  centr}^,  and  began  to  attack  him 
by  linking  at  him  with  clubs,  fwearing  they 
would  be  rev^enged  on  the  foldiers.  The  centry 
defended  himfelf,  as  well  as  he  could,  with  his 
bayonet,  and  defired  them  to  keep  off,  faying, 
‘‘  He  durjl  not  quit  his  pojl ;  and  that^  if  they  did 
not  dejijf  he  muft  call  the  giiardh"  They  did 
not  however  delift,  but  pelted  him  with  hicks 
and  large  pieces  of  ice  picked  up  from  the  ftreets. 
This  obliged  him  to  retreat  to  the  .door  of  the 
cuftom-houle,  where,  getting  upon  the  fteps  of 
it,  he  loaded  his  mulket  in  the  light  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and,  after  he  had  loaded  it,  he  ftruck  the 
butt-end  of  it  againft  the  fteps  three  or  four 
times,  hoping,  as  it  Ihould  leein,  that  the  fight 
of  the  danger  they  were  running,  if  they  prelied 
upon  him  any  further,  would  induce  the  people 
:o  keep  off,  (See  Thomas  Cain’s  depofition,  N"". 
46.)  But  it  had  not  this  efteff  ;  for  the  people 
afi'embled  in  greater  numbers,  and  let  him  at  de¬ 
fiance,  crying,  Fire^  firc^  and  be  damned  I* 
And  fome  of  them  drew  quite  near  to  him  ;  Mr. 
Knox  fays,  within  the  diitance  of  ten  feet :  upon 
which  he  fnapped  his  piece  upon  them,  but  did 
not  lire  it,  endeavouring  again  to  frighten  them 
from  approaching  any  nearer  to  him.  Mr.  ICnox 

upon 


[  ^9  ]. 

upon  this  went  up  to  him,  and  told  him  that, 
“  if  he  fired,  he  diedj”  to  which  he  bravely 
anfwercd,  “  that  he  did  not  care,  and  that,  if 
'■’■they  touched  him,  he  ^ould  fire which  it  is 
generally  nnderftood  to  he  the  duty  of  every  centi- 
nel  to  do  that  is  attacked  upon  his  poft.  The 
people  however  continued  to  defy  him,  telling 
him  to  fire'  and  be  damned  :  upon  which  Mr. 
Knox,  who  feems  to  have  done  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  prevent  inifehief  on  this  occalion, 
went  to  the  people,  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
them  from  going  up;  but  without  fuccefs.  (See 
Mr.  Knox’s  depofition,  N°.  55.)  The  centry, 
being  thus  hard  preffed,  knocked  at  the  cuftom- 
houle  door  very  hard  foraffiftance:  and  in  a  few 
jninutes  a  party  of  twelve  foldiers,  headed  by 
Captain  Preflon,  came  to  him  from  the  main- 
guard,  with  their  arms  in  a  horizontal  pofture, 
and  their  bayonets  fixed.  They  drew  up  imme¬ 
diately  before  the  door  of  the  cuftom-houfe  with 
their  faces  towards  the  people,  and  held  their 
guns  breafi:  high,  in  order  to  defend  the  centinel ; 
and  Captain  Prefton  flood  before  them  near  the 
ends  of  their  guns.  Mr.  Richard  Palmes  at  this 
time  went  up  to  the  captain,  and  alked  him  if 
the  foldiers  guns  were  loaded  ;  to  which  the  cap¬ 
tain  anfwered  that  they  were  loaded  with  powder 
and  ball.  Mr.  Palmes  then  faid  to  him,  “  / 
“  hope  you  do  not  intend  they  fioall  fire  upon  the 
"  inhabitants  to  whicli  he  anfwered,  “  by  no 
"  means,"  which  indeed  mittht  have  been  con- 
fludccl  from  the  pofuion  he  had  chdfcu  to  ftand 
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•  111,  dlredly  before  the  muzzles  of  their  guns. 
(See  Mr.  Palmes’s  clepofitions,  5-^  and  1 12.) 
But  the  people  continued  to  infult  and  defy  this 
party  of  foldiers  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had 
done  the  iingle  centinel,  pelting  them  with  fticks 
and  balls  of  icc,  and  calling  out  to  them, 
Danm  you^  you  rajcals ;  fire.  Ton  dare  not 
Jire.  Fire^  and  be  damnedF  Thcfe  expref- 
fions  were  frequently  repeated  ;  during  which 
time  Captain  Prefton  fpoke  often  to  the  mob, 
defiring  them  to  be  quiet  and  difperfe ;  for  that, 
if  they  continued  their  attack  upon  him  and  his 
party,  he  fiiould  be  obliged  to  fire  upon  them. 
But  his  humane  endeavours  were  to  no  purpofe. 
The  people  continued  their  attack  upon  the  fol- 
diers,  till  they  were  provoked  beyond  all  pa¬ 
tience.  A  large  itick,  or,  as  Mr.  Palmes  (ays,  a 
piece  of  icc,  that  was  thrown  at  a  grenadier  on ' 
the  right  of  the  party,  firuck  him  with  violence 
and  made  him  flagger,  upon  which  both  he  and 
the  foldier  next  him  fired  their  pieces  without 
'  any  order  from  Captain  Preilon  for  that  purpofe, 
(See  John  Plickling’s  depofition,  N°.  73,  and 
Thomas  Greenwood’s  depofitions,  96  and 
III,  and  Richard  Paimes’s  depofitions,  N°n  53 
and  1 1 2.)  and  foon  after  the  reli  of  the  party  did 
the  fame  ;  by  which  three  men  w^re  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  eight  wounded,  of  whom  two 
havc  lincc  died  of  their  wounds.  Prefently  after 
the  laft  gun  was  fired  off',  Captain  Preflon  fprung 
before  the  foldiers,  and  waving  his  fword  or 
flick,  faid,  ^^Vcimnye^  rajcals ^  %chatdidyejire 
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and  ftruck  up  the  gun  of  one  of  the 
foldiers  who  was  loading  again  ;  whereupon  they 
feemed  confounded,  and  fired  no  more.  (See  Wil¬ 
liam  Wyat’s  depofitlon,  N°.  54.) 

'This  is  the  whole- of  what  the  Bofton  Narra¬ 
tive  calls  the  horrid  MaJJacre.  How  far  it  de- 
ferves  that  appellation,  let  the  unprejudiced  reader 
judge.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  but  think  it  a 
very  grofs  abufe  of  language,  and  highly  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  unhappy  officer  and  foldiers  who  were 
concerned  in  this  affair,  to  call  it  by  the  fame 
name  that  has  heretofore  been  ufed  to  deferibe 
fuch  wanton,  unnecefl'ary,  and  premeditated  a£ls 
of  general  deftruflion  as  the  flaughter  of  the 
Proteftants  of  France  in  tlic  year  1572,  and  of 
the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  in  1641  ;  to  which  a 
refiftance  made  bv  twelve  foldiers  againft  more 
than  an  hundred  people  armed  with  ftlcks  and 
bludgeons,  in  defence  of  a  poft  which  it  was  their 
duty  to  defend,  feems  to  me  to  bear  no  refem- 
blance, 

1  fhall  mention  but  flightly  what  happened 
after  the  foldiers  had  fired,  as  it  is  not  material 
to  the  juftification  of  their  condudl  in  the  aft  of 
firing,  which  is  the  ground  for  charging  them 
with  the  perpetration  of  a  horrid  mallacrc.  As 
foon  as  the  firing  was  over,  all  the  bells  of  the 
town  were  fet  a  ringing,  (whereas  before  the  fir¬ 
ing  only  one  of  them  had  been  rung,)  and  the 
inhabitants  gathered  together  in  valtly  greater 
numbers  than  before  ;  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
foldiers  drew  out  from  their  barracks  in  proper 
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order,  and  ftocd  under  arms  to  defend  tbemfeivcs 
ngainft  any  farther  afiaults,  Avhich  there  was 
then  great  reafon  to  apprehend.  And  now  in¬ 
deed  dreadful  evils  might  have  cnfued,  and  a 
llanghter,  lefs  improperly  to  be  ftiJed  a  malfacre 
than  the  former,  might  in  a  few  minutes  have 
been  committed,  if  the  principal  perfbns  of  both 
parties  had  not  immediately  interpofed  their  au¬ 
thority  and' influence  to  prevent  any  further  mif- 
chief.  But  by  the  endeavours  of  the  worthy 
fdeutenant-governor  Ilutchinfon  and  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  province  on  the  one  part,  and  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments  on  the 
other,  the  people  were  perfuaded  to  difperfe,  and 
the  foldiers  to  retire  to  their  barracks. 

After  this  account  of  the  foregoing  unfortunate 
tranfaflion,  (which,  when  the  reader  fhall  have 
compared  it  with  the  depoiitions  from  which  it 
is-extrafted,  1  flatter  myfeif,  he  will  judge  to  be  a 
£iir  one  ;)  I  prefume  that  no  impartial  perfon  will 
be  inclined  to  confider  either  the  officer  or  fol¬ 
diers  who  were  concerned  in  it  as  guilty  of  wil¬ 
ful  murder  of  malice  afore-thought.  Whether 
their  conducl  can  be  wholly  juftified  in  point  of 
law.,  upon  the  principles  of  felf-defence  and  the 
obligations  of  military  duty,  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine  :  I  leave  to  others  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  thofe  nice  points  of  law.  But  if  they 
cannot  be  intirely  juftified,  they  ought  at  kail 
to  be  confidcred  as  perfons  who  have  been  pro¬ 
voked  by  repeated  infults  and  attacks  to  commit 
a  rafh  and  hairy  affi  of  violence,  and  confeqiiently 
2  as 
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as  being  intitled,  in  a  legal  view,  to  the  benefit 
of  their  clergy,  and,  in  a  moral  view,  to  tlie 
compalfion,  rather  than  the  indignation,  of  their 
countrymen.  May  the  people  of  Bofton,  Ill 
whofe  hands  they  now  are,  be  inclined  to  think 
of  them  in  this  manner,  and  regain  the  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  their  fellow  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  by 
fo  honourable  an  initance  of  their  juft  !ce  and 
moderation  ! 

In  the  Bofton  Narrative  of  this  affair  there  is 
an  attempt  to  make  it  believed  that  fbme  guns 
were  fired  upon  the  people  from  the  windows  of 
the  cuftom-houfe.  But  this  is  fo  verv  improba¬ 
ble  in  itfelf,  and  fo  ill  fupported  by  proof,  tliat  I 
imagine  few  of  t'^e  readers  of  that  account  will 
give  any  credit  to  it. 

However,  left  the  confidence  with  which  this 
charge  is  brought  fliould  miflead  any  perl'on  into 
a  belief  that  it  is  true,  I  will  venture  to  fubioin 
a  few  obfervatlons  on  tlie  wcaknefs  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  by  which  it  is  fnpporrcd. 

In  the  firll  place,  feme  of  the  witnefles  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bofton  Narrative  fay,  they  faw  the 
flafhes  of  guns  at  the  cuftoin-houfe. 

This  dclerves  little  or  no  re.o-ard  :  for  in  the 
hurry  and  confufion  of  that  time  It  inuft  have 
been  almoft  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  with  exact- 
nefs  the  places  and  heights  from  which  the  flaihes 
came.  The  foldiers  flood  juft  at  the  cuftom- 
houie  door,  and  the  flafhes  of  their  puns  miplit 
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come  from  the  cuftom-houfe  itfelf. 
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In  the  next  place,'  feme  ftrefs  is  laid  on  the  dl- 
reftlons  of  three  of  the  balls,  as  collected  from 
the  holes  made  by  them  in  the  houfes  into  which 
they  entered.  Now  thefe  direftions,  as  they 
were  taken  by  Mr.  Andrews,  .(fee  his  depoiition, 
93.)  are  juft  fiich  as  one  w^ould  fuppofe  they 
fliould  be  from  guns  fired  by  men  ftanding  be¬ 
fore  the  cuftom-houfe  door ;  and  the  two  latter 
of  them  are  found  to  range  breaft-high,  that  is, 
at  much  the  fame  height  as  they  would  have 
ranged  If  they  had  been  fired  from  the  ground- 
floor  of  the  cuttom-houfe  itfelf,  fuppofing  that 
floor  to  be  nearly  upon  the  fame  levxl  with  the 
iireet.  They  confequently  could  not  be  fired 
from  the  windows  up  one  pair  of  flairs,  as  they 
are  fald  to  have  been  in  the  charge.  Further, 
the  fecond  ball  Is  found  to  range  breaft-high 
from  the  ground,  and  between  two  of  the  win¬ 
dows  of  the  cuftom-houfe ;  confequently  it  could 
not  have  been  fired  from  either  of  them,  but  by 
fome  perfon  without’  the  cuftom-houfe  ftanding 
between  thofe  two  windows.  And  for  a  like 
reafen  the  firfl:  ball  could  not  be  fired  from  a 
window  in  the  cuftoiu-houfe,  becaufe  it  ranges 
below  the  ftcol  of  the  vveftermoft  lower  chamber 
window :  for  if  it  had  been  fired  from  that  win¬ 
dow,  it  muft  have  ranged  above  the  ftool  of  it. 

The  lafl:  and  ftrongeft  evidence  that  is  brought 
in  fupport  of  ,this  charge  Is  that  of  Charlotte 
Bourgate,  Mr.  Edward  Afanwariiip’s  indented 
fervant.  lifts  Indeed  would  be  very  material, 
if  he  were  a  uerfon  that  deferved  any  credit,  and 

if 


V 


t  25  J 

if  his  teftlmony  was  not  Invalidated  by  contrary 
evidence  of  the  ftrongeft  kind.  For  he  has  pofi- 
tively  charged  Mr.'  Manwaring  with  firing  off  a 
gun  out  of  the  window.  But  he  has  confeffed 
in  this  very  depofitlon,  (lee  N°.  58.)  that  he  had 
denied  before  a  jufllce  of  the  peace  every  word  of 
Its  contents  after  he  had  firft  fworn  that  they 
were  true,  though  he  then  (more  than  a  fort¬ 
night  after  the  affair,  to  wit,  March  23,  when 
the  foldiers  were  gone  out  of  the  town  and  the 
people  were  In  poHHIion  of  every  thing)  thought 
fit  to  fwear  to  them  a  fecond  time.  Such  a  witnefs 
deftroys  his  own  credit,  If  he  ever  had  any  ; 
which.  It  feems,  this  boy,  from  the  fadnefs  of 
his  charafler,  never  had.  But,  to  come  to  a 
more  particular  examination  of  the  contents  of 
his  depofition ;  he  fays  In  the  firff  place,  that 
there  were  four  or  five  men  in  the  cuffom-houfe, 
(whom  he  does  not  name,  and  therefore  does  not 
pretend  tohaveknowm)  at  the  time  of  the  fol¬ 
diers  firing,  who  went  up  flairs  and  pulled  and 
•haled  him  after  them — that  one  of  them,  a  tall 
.man,  loaded  a  gun  twice,  and  gave  it  to  him  to 
fire,  and  forced  him  by  threats  of  imimdiatc 
violence  to  fire  it  off'  twice  out  of  the  window  — 
that  he  did  not  fire  itagalntt  the  people  who  were 
aflembled  near  the  cuttom-houf'e,  but  fideways 
up  the  Itreet — and  fccondly,  that  Mr.  Manwar¬ 
ing  and  Mr.  Monroe  were  both  in  the  cuffom- 
houfe  at  the  time  cf  this  firing,  and  that  ?vjr. 
Manwaring  fired  off  a  gun  liiinfell  out  cf  the 
window.  ' 
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This  IS 'the  fubftance  of  that  boy’s  evidence. 
Now,  if  the  firft  part  of  k  was  true,  of  thetall 
man’s  forcing  him  to  fire  the  gun  off  twice,  it 
would  not  be  much  worth  inquiring  into,  as  it 
would  relate  only  to  perfons  unknown,  and, 
we  might  wxll  prefame,  not  belonging  to  the 
cuftom-houfe.  For,  if  they  had  belonged  to  it, 
this  boy,  who  is  a  fervant  of  Mr.  Manwaring, 
who  has  an  employment  in  the  cuftoms,  muft  in 
all  probability  have  known  them.  But  it  is  a 
ftrange  and  incredible  ftory.  For  if  the  tall 
man,  as  the  ftory  fuppofes,  meant  to  do  the  peo¬ 
ple  mifchief,  why  did  he  not  fire  off  the  gun 
himfelf  rather  than  force  the  boy  to  do  It,  efpe- 
ciallv  when  he  obferved  that  the  boy  had  fired 
the  firft  time  fideways  up  the  ftreet  inftead*  of 
diredtly  forwards  upon  the  people?*  I  know  no 
way  of  accounting  for  this,  if  we  admit  the  fact 
to  be  true,  but  by  fuppofing  that  fome  of  the  in- 
■  habitants  themfelves  had  thrufi:  themfelves  into 
the  cuftom-houfe,  and  had  forced  the  boy  to  fire 
a  gun  out  of  the  window  for  the  fake  of  charg¬ 
ing  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  with  having  had  a 
hand  in  the  deftruftlon  of  the  inhabitants  that 
evening,  but  at  the  fame  time  had  taken  care 
that  he  ftiould  fire  in  fuch  a  dircclion  as  not  to  do 
them  any  real  mifchief.  But  ’tis  more  probable 
that  the  wdiole  fafl:  is  falfe,  and  therefore  needs 
.no  explanation;  for  there  were  in  the  houfe  at 
the  fame  time  Mr.  Hammond  Green,  who,  as 
.  this  bov  fays,  let  him  in,  and  three  women, 
Elizabeth  Avery,  Mary  Rogers,  and  Ann  Green. 
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Oi  thc{c  four  pcr/ons  I^sirutiond  Green  alone 
lias  been  exaimnecl  i  and  he  fa^^^  in  his  depolitionj  ^ 

(N  .  95")  he  went  up  Itairs  into  the  lower 
weft  chamber,  and  faw  the  guns  fired  by  the 
foldiers :  but  fays  not  a  word  about  the  four  or 
five  men  and  the  boy,  Charlotte  Bourgate, 
whom  they  forced  to  fire  off  a  gun  twice  out  of 
the  window,  which  he  could  not  but  have  known 
if  it  had  happened.  He  fays  alfo,  that  the  three 
women  before-mentioned,  Elizabeth  Avery, 

Mary  Rogers,  and  Ann  Green,  were  up  flairs  ' 

likewife  at  the  time  of  the  foldiers  firing.  They 
therefore  muft  likewife  have  fecn  thele  four  or 
five  men  and  the  boy  Charlotte  Bourgate,  and 
have  known  of  his  firing  the  gun,  if  it  was  true 
that  he  had  done  fo.  But  it  has  not  been  thought 
fit  to  examine  them,  or  at  leafl  to  publifli  their 
depofitions. 

As  to  the  other  part  of  this  boy’s  charge,  to 
wit,  that  Air.  Manwaring  and  Air.  Alonroe  were 
both  prefent  at  the  cufiom-houfe  at  the  time  of 
the  foldiers  firing,  and  that  Mr.  Manwaring  did 
himfelf  fire  a  gun  out  of  the  window,  this  is 
proved  to  be  utterly  falfe,  and  ev^en  impoffible, 
by  the  depofition  of  Alichael  Angelo  Warwell, 

(N°.  122.)  who  declares,  that  thefe  gentlemen 
were  at  that  time  at  a  diftance  from  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  to  wit,  in  Air.  Alanwaring’s  lodgings  in 
Back-ftreet,  and  had  been  there  from  leven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  that  is,  more  than  two 
hours  before  the  foldiers  fired,  and  continued 
there  till  half  an  hour  after  ten  o’clock,  when, 
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the  tumult  occafioned  by  the  firing  being  fub- 
fided,  Mr.  Monroe  ventured  to  leave  Mr.  Man- 
warinp^’s  lodgings  and  go  home.  ^  Mr.  Manwar- 
ing  continued  in  his  own-  lodgings"  the  whole 
night. 

"lliis  charge  therefore  againfi:  the  people  at  the 
cuftom  houle  mufi  be  looked  upon  as  an  idle, 
ill-grounded  accufation,  proceeding  folely  from 
the  prejudices  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  againft 
the  commilFioners  of  the  cuftoms  and  every  body 
that  has  any  conne61ion  with  them,  which  dif- 
pofe  them  to  imagine  and  believe  every  thing  that 
may  tend  to  their  difadvantage. 
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(No.  97.) 


April 


1770. 


TKE  following  circumllances  relative  to  the  condudl  of  the  Bo- 
llonians,  1  take  the  liberty  of  communicating  to  you,  fincel 
cannot  attend  you  this  evening  agreeable  to  your  defire.  They  are 
fadls  that  I  can  fwear  to,  if  neceifary. 

The  latter  end  of  Oclober,  1769,  I  arrived  at  Bofton,  being  foon 
after  the  landing  of  the  troops;  the  numberlefs  infults  they  received 
1  could  not  but  take  notice  of.  From  my  acquaintance  with  the 
fons  of  liberty  (as  they  term  themfelves)  among  whom  I  lived,  I 
could  eafily  perceive  their  difaffedion  to  government,  as  well  from 
their  unwarrantable  proceedings,  as  the  unguarded  exprellions  they 
would  drop  in  converfation.  Some  time  before  the  difturbance  bred 
by  the  ropemakers,  it  was  cuftomary  with  many  of  the  inhabitants 
in  an  evening  to  arm  themfelves  with  piftols,  cutlaffes,  and  blud^ 
geons,  under  a  pretence  that  they  had  been  frequently  molefted  by 
the  foldiers.  That  on  the  fecond  and  third  of  March  lad,  before  the 
general  aifault  of  the  fifth,  one  Gray,  and  another  perfon,  both 
ropemakers,  met  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  an  high  fon  of  liberty, 
and  told  him  that  they  expedled  to  die  to-morrow,  they  did  not  care 
how  foon,  as  it  was  in  a  good  caufe;  for  that  they,  as  well  as  feveral 
of  their  protefTion,  with  the  afhftance  of  fome  noted  North-End 
bruifers,  were  determined  the  following  day  to  attack  the  foldiers. 
That  they  (the  ropemakers)  were  well  prepared,  and  certain  there 
would  be  bloody  work  ;  and  concluded  with  aflcing  him  whether  he 
would  not  attend  as  a  fpeeffator,  advifing  him  to  arm  himfclf  in  cafe 
of  tlie  word  ;  that  Gray  and  his  companion  were  boUi  of  them  armed 
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Viith  defperate  bludgeons.  People  in  general  at  that  time  talked  of 
the  exported  engagement;  and  many  declared  that  (bould  a  townf- 
inan  be  killed  in  the  fray,  not  a  foldier  diould  furvive  three  hours. 
On  the  Monday  following,  being  the  fifth  of  the  month,  as  I  was  re- 
taining  from  a  yifit,  a  little  after  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  I  heard 
?.  bell  ring,  which  [  imagined  to  be  the  ufual  fignal  for  fire;  but  per¬ 
ceiving  no  light  in  the  air,'  I  readily  concluded  from  the  foremen- 
tioncd  ciicuaiilances,  that  the  defigned  attack  of  the  ropemakers  had 
taken  place.  It  was  not  long  before  I  was  convinced  of  the  juflnefs 
of  my  conjerture,  by  the  repeated  huzzas  of  a  large  mob  collerted 
before  the  town-houfe,  armed  with  clubs.  See,  1  enquired  of  feve- 
ral  the^caule  or  the  dilHirbance;  alltheanfwer  I  could^et  was,  “Damn 
the  raicals  (meaning  the  fbkliers) ;  we’ll  murder  every  dog  of  them.” 
Upon  this  I  walked  towards  the  gaiard-houfe,  where  I  heard  fbme 
men,  tovvns-men  I  tcok  them  to  be,  tell  the  officer  of  the  guard, 
that  if  he  did  not  fend  relief  to  the  centry  at  the  cuflom-houfe,  he 
eta  tainly  would  be  killed,  for  that  he  w'as  attacked  in  a  moft  violent 
manner.  ]  hat  immediately  on  the  difeharge  of  a  few  mufkets,  which 
inflantly  proved  fatal  to  three  of  them,  the  before  mentioned  Gray^  and 
.another  worthlefs  fellovy  in  particular;  upon  this  moft  of  the  bells 
in  town  were  fet  a  ringing,  and  continued  fo  a  long  while  without 
intermifiion  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  people  was,-  “To  arms,  to  arms.”  I 
ia^v  numbers  vvith  arms,  and  many  loading  them,  declaring  feemingly 
viith  a  fatisfartion,  “That  now  the  foldiers  had  done  for  themfelves,  it 
was  all  they  \vnnred,  and  tnat  it  was  the  happiefl  night  America 
ever  knev.'.  ’  And  I  firmly  believe,  that  had  not  the  trooops  left  the 
lovyn,  they  would  have  fired  the  Beacon,  and  put  the  whole  of  them 
to  death.  And  that,  to  my  knowledge,  notice  was  accordingly  given 
to  the  country  inhabitants  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  for  a  maf- 
kicre,  and.  that  four  or  five  hundred  people  from  Roxbuiy  fent  word 
into  town,  that  they  were  ready  at  a  minute’s  warning.  A  great 
number  from  Charles  Town,  &c.  did  the  fame,  refolved,  as  they 
mull  die,  to  die  like  men.  B'urthermore,  I  am  confident,  it  is  the 
determined  rcfolution  of  the  Ions  of  liberty  to  oppofe  the  landing  of 
:my  of  his  Majefiy’s  troops  in  future,  and  that  they  are  (if  people  in 
tnis  world  ever  were)  ripe  for  rebellion. 

i  don’t  recollert  any  thing  further  at  prefent  material.  Should  b? 
glad  of  your  opinion  of  ihefe  minutes. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  refpert. 

Your  much  obliged,,  and  mofi:  obedient, 

THOMAS  PRYCE. 


JOHU 
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*  (No.  98.) 

John  Inman’s  Evidence. 

\ 

ON  Monday  night,  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  I  came  into  King- 
flreet  wich  Mr.  Bridgham,  and  faw  feveral  people,  as  it  were, 
converfing  on  the  occafion  of  the  bells  ringing,  which  I  underllood 
was  to  give  an  alarm  on  account  of  fire  ;  it  was  but  a  few  minutes 
before  1  faw  a  guard  of  foldiers  come  down  the  llreet  and  place  them- 
felves  by  the  cullom-houfe ;  very  Toon  after  they  came,  I  heard  them 
charging  their  guns,  as  I  underllood  by  the  noife  of  their  ram- rods. 
The  people  in  the  llreet  called  to  the  foldiers  to  lire,  as  I  Hood  by 
Mr.  Edward  Davis’s  door,  which  is  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  llreet. 
Can  declare  no  further  particulars  than  already  mentioned. 

(No.-99.) 

T  William  Davies,  ferjeant  major  in  his  MrjcHy’s  14th  regiment  of 
foot,  do  depofe,  that  on  Monday  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  in  the 
evening,  about  eight  o’clock,  I  was  going  towards  the  North-End 
on  regimental  bufinefs,  I  then  faw  in  the  llreet  a  large  body  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  fome  with  firearms,  others  with  cutlafTes  and  bludgeons,  faying 
they  would  do  for  tlrofe  rafcals,  officers  and  foldiers  this  night.  The 
deponent  feeing  fo  large  a  mob  llept  afide  till  they  had  palled  him  ;  in 
his  return  home  about  nine  o’clock,  and  coming  near  the  market¬ 
place,  he  faw  a  larger  number  than  before,  tearing  up  the  butchers 
ilalls  for  clubs,  fwearing  they  would  murder  the  firil  oilicer  or  loldicr 
they  met,  giving  three  huzzas,  “Now  for  the  bloody-back  rafcals;” 
andimmediately  I  heard  feveral  voices,  fome  faying,  “  l^et  us  attack  the 
main  guard;”  another  faid,  “  Smith’s  barracks;”  and  others  faid, 

“  Away  to  the  rope- walk ;  and  inllantly  the  mob  divided  into  three  di- 
vifions,  of  fome  hundreds  in  each.  At  that  time  I  heard  the  liells  a 
’  ringing.  The  deponent  then  went  to  a  friend’s  home,  aiid  changed  hia 
drefs,  and  in  repairing  from  thence  to  his  barracks  through  the  diflercnc 
llreets,  he  law  feveral  armed  towns-people,  crying  out,  “  Murder,  kill 
all  the  dogs,  for  we  will  have  no  commiffioners  or  foldiers-  in  Bolton  ; 
and  damn  the  fcoundrel  that  firil  ordered  them  here  :  we  will  foon 
rid  the  town  of  them  all ;  or  words  to  that  elFecd.”  The  deponent  far¬ 
ther  fays,  that  he  faw  and  heard  all  he  has  here  declared  before  he 
heard  theniulkcts  go  off  in  King-ftreet.  \V.  DAVIES. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bollon,  March  13,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

^  .. 

(No.  100.) 

'“pEIOMAS  LOGHEAD,  foldicr,  in  his  Majefly’s  14th  regiment 
of  foot,  and  fervant  toCapt.  Edmund  Mafon,  being  duly  fvvorn, 
depofe,  that  on  Monday  evening,  5th  of  March,  ^  770,  as  he  was 
paliiag  through  King- llreet  a  little  before  dark,  obferved  a  number  of 

towns- 
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towns-people  landing  almoft  clofe  to  the  century,  then  on  duty  at 
the  cuitom-houfe  ;  prefentl;  he  favv  feveral  of  them  throw  fnow-balls 
and  pieces  of  ice  at  him,  upon  which  the  centry  then  faid,  “  Gentle¬ 
men,  I  beg  you  will  let  me  alone  and  go  away  from  my  poll:,  for  if 
you  do  not,  you  mull  take  the  confequence  of  it upon  that  a  gentle¬ 
man  drtlTed  in  a  red  cloak,  went  to  the  people  and  fpoke  to  them,  but 
what  he  laid  to  them  the  deponent  did  not  hear ;  however  they, 
meaning  the  people,  made  anfwer  to  the  gentleman  at  the  fame  time, 
pointing  at  the  centry  and  cuftom-houfe,  “  That  it  was  only  a  protec¬ 
tion  for  whores,  rogues,  and  thieves.”  I  he  people  then  went  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  llreet,  almofl  oppofite  to  the  cuitom-houfe,  where 
they  remained  ;  the  deponent  then  went  home,  and  in  about  an 
hour  after,  having  fome  biifinefs  to  do  for  his  matter,  palling  King- 
ftrect  again,  he  oblerved  many  people  handing  exadlly  in  the  fame 
place  as  before-mentioned,  but  thinks  not  fo  many  as  at  lirft;  how¬ 
ever,  feveral  of  them  had  in  their  hands  large  clubs  and  Iticks ;  as  the 
deponent  was  pafling  by  they  threw  fnow-balls,  at  the  fame  time 
calling  him  a  bloody  back  lobher,  notwithhanding  he  faid  nothing 
to  them,  but  went  away  about  his  bufinefs: 

THOMAS  LOGHEAD, 

Suffolk,  IT.  Cohon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  loi.) 

Bohon,  14th  March,  177c.  ' 

1  Alexander  Mall,  enfign  of  the  29th  regiment  quartered  at  Bo¬ 
lton,  doCepefe  and  fvvear,  that  being  in  my  barrack  room,  at 
Smith’s  barrack,  near  which  two  companies  of  the  faid  regiment 
are  quartered,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  in  the  evening  of  ^ 
the  5th  inltant,  T  was  alarmed  by  a  node  in  the  Itreet,  and  informed 
that  two  ioldiers,  fervants  to  ofiicers  of  that  barrack,  had  been  beaten- 
and  abufed  in  the  ftrcct  by  feme  towns-people  as  they  returned  home 
quietly.  That  one  of  them  would  be  murdered  by  the  aforefaid  peo¬ 
ple,  near  the  barrack  whither  they  had  purlucd  them.  That  the 
deponent  immediately  went  out  with  fome  other  officers,  and  brought 
him  in  with  fome  others  who  had  come  to  his  help,  wiiowere  much 
cut  and  wounded.  That  the  mob  followed  us,  came  up  to  the  door 
of  the  officers  houfe,  b|-andiffiing  their  clubs  and  other  weapons  over 
cur  heads,  moll  grofsly  threatened  and  abufed  both  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  though  the  latter  were  in  their  barracks,  and  the  officers  did 
every  thing  to  quiet  their  minds.  That  one  of  the  mob,  notwith- 
kandino-,  made  a  llroke  at  the  deponent  at  his  own  door,  when  he 
arfured^them  that  no  foidier  ffiould  kir  out  of  his  barrack.  That  the 
mob  lliil  continued  their  abuTe  and  threats  till  they  heard  another 
mob  near  Fancuil  Kali,  on  which  they  went  off,  fwearing  they  would 
either  murder  or  drive  every  foidier  out  of  town,  as  there  was  but 


four  hundred,  and  ihey  could  fpare  five  thoufand.  Ido  furthcl  de- 
pofe,  that  bcin^  at  douth  Hnd  that  evening,^  I  ooferved  a  number  ct* 
people  armed  svith  different  weapons ^  walking  the  llreets.  That 
from  this  appearance,  together  with  the  information  of  fome  of  the 
inhabitants,  the  deponent  believes  a  fcheme  had  been  concerted  to 
ittack  the  Xoldicry.  d'he  deponent  further  fays,  that  fince  he  has 
been  quartered  in  town,  he  has  received  the  moil  Linfafferable  abuie 
horn  fome  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  that  it  was  arrived  to  fuch  a 
length  of  late,  that  it  w'cs  not  fafe  for  any  of  the  military  profeffioa 
to  be  in  the  ffreet  after  daik.  Further  the  deponent  fays  not. 

ALEXANDER  MALL^ 
Enfign,  29th  Regimenu 

Suffolk,  If.  Bofion,  March  14,  1770.' 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray-,  J.  P. 

(No.  102.) 

I  Sarnucl  Leflie,  captain  In  his  Majelty’s  14th  regiment  of  foot, 

*  do  Iwear,  that  about  half  an  hour  after  nine  o’clock  on  Monday 
night  the  5th  of  March,  1770^  I  heard  a  bell  of  the  old  brick  houfe 
(almolt  oppofitc  to  which  1  lodge)  ring  violently,  and  almoft.  in- 
llantly  after  the  llreets  were  -  lull'  of  people,  but  particularly  the 
itreets  where  the  main  guard  was  poked ;  the  mob  immediately  be¬ 
gan  to  abufe  the  ibldiers  in  the  groffeil  terms,  calling  them  without 
ceafmg,  “  Fire,  you  rafcals,  fire  ;  no,  you  cowardly  dogs,  you  dare  not 
fire,”  or  words  to  that  purpofe;  and  in  Ihort  ufed  every  kind  of  abu- 
five  and  provoking  language  towards  them  that  could  be  thouglit  of; 
all  which  the  foldiers  bore  patiently  for  fome  time,  but  at  length  I 
heard  the  report  of  four  or  five  mufkets  go  off,  upon  which  I  imme¬ 
diately  retired  to  the  foldiers  barracks,  through  a  tumultuous  crowd 
of  people. 

SAMUEL  LESLIE. 

‘  Suffolk,  If.  Bofton,  March  13,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  103.) 

^APT.  Edmund  Mafon,  of  his  Majelly’s  14th  rcglm.cnt  of  foot;, 
depofeth.  that  on  IMonday  night  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  as  he 
was  in  his  dwelling  houfe  in  Court  Square,  fitnated  about  90  yards 
or  lefs  from  Kmg-firect,.  a;.d  but  a  fmall  difiance  between  the  main 
yard  and  cuiiom-houfe,  about  twenty  minutes  alter  nine  o’clock; 
heard  a  great  noife  and  huzzaing  in  King-krcet,  which  from  the 
found  appeared  to  me  fomCwhere  about  the  cullom-houfe,  and  a 
very  few  minutes  after  another  huzza,  but  many  more  voices  than  at 
;  fufpedling  fome  of  the  towns-people  were  attacking  the  centry 
on  doty  at  the  cokom-houre,  which  the  deponent  has  often  feen,  was 

F  a  getting 
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a  getting  up  to  go  to  the  window,  but  had  fcarce  got  there,  until  1 
heard  them  fhouting,  huzzaing,  and  m^ing  a  prodigious  noife ;  at 
the  fame  time  obferved  feveral  people  running  paft  the  front  of  the 
houfe  into  King-ftreet,  many  of  them  armed  with  large  clubs  and 
flicks,  threatening  fomething,  but  what  the  deponent  did  not  hear 
upon  which  more  hill  paffing  by,  faying,  “  Damn  the  rafcals,  damn 
them  all abufing  both  the  officers  and  foldiers^  neither  of  whom 
1  favv ;  prefently  there  was  a  grand  huzza,  and  from  the  voices  muft 
have  been  great  numbers  colledied  together.  I  then  heard  them  cry, 

“  Down  with  them  repeatedly  for  a  fet  of  bloody  back  rafcals,  we 
will  do  for  them  all  and  in  an  inflant  the  bells  began  to  ring,  as 
if  an  alarm  for  hre.  Remaining  moft  of  the  time  at  the  window,  faw 
more  people  pafs  by  armed  as  before,  fome  crying  out  “  Fire;*’  but 
others  faid,  “You  fools,  it’s  no  fire  then  faid,  Damn  the  rafcals 
all,  we  will  foon  drive  them  upon  which  I  ran  up  flairs  in  order 
to  look  out,  to  fee  if  there  really  was  a  fire,  but  found  it  only  a 
fineffe,  heard  a  prodigious  huzzaing,  and  often  repeated,  the  bells 
ringing  all  this  time,  when  I  heard  the  people  crying  out,  “  Damn 
you  all,  fire,  fire,  why  don’t  you  fire,  we  dare  you  to  fire,  knock 
them  down,  murder  them  all;”  and  in  an  inflant  faw  the  flafh  of 
three  pieces  before  the  report,  and  immediately  after  three  more  went 
oft'  to  the  bell  of  my  memory  ;  the  people  then  gave  another  huzza, 
though  but  a  faint  one ;  others  came  running  into  the  fquare  before 
the  houfe,  crying  out,  “Murder,  murder;*  the  foldieis  had  fired 
amongll  them,  and  had  killed  feveral  dead  on  thefpot;  I  then  run 
down  Hairs  to  I'ee  for  my  fervant,  whom  I  found  a-bed,  on  which  I  de- 
fired  he  would  get  up  diredly  and  go  to  the  barracks.  I  then  wept 
up  Hairs  again,  foon  after  he  came  and  told  me  that  his  arms,  &c. 
were  at  the  barracks,  upon  which  I  countermanded  the  former  or¬ 
ders,  having  heard  the  threats  againft  both  the  officers  and  foldiers  5 
and  from  the  numbers  that  were  all  this  time  about  the  houfe,  did 
not  think  it  fafe  either  to  flir  out  myfelf  or  let  my  fervant,  having 
frequently  tried  but  without  fuccefs.  My  fervant  told  me  that  he 
fufpeded  fomething  would  happen  one  time  or  other,  as  he  himfelf 
had  feen  the  centry  at  the  cuftom- houfe  pelted  at  by  a  number  of 
people  that  evening  before  dark:  being  at  the  front  door,  faw  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Hard,  my  next  door  neighbour,  I  called  him  in,  and  afked 
how  the  afFoir  began  ;  but  he  made  anfwcr  he  did  not  exactly  know, 
but  that  for  his  part  thought  the  people  were  all  run  mad,  and  go¬ 
ing  headlong  to  deftruftion  ;  that  the  foldiers  had  fired  upon  them, 
meaning  the  people,  and  killed  three  dead  on  the  fpot ;  chat  they 
infifted  upon  the  officers  being  given  up  to  them^  As  the  governor 
and  council  were  then  fitting,  I  told  him  my  fituation,  with  my  in¬ 
tention  of  trying  to  get  to  the  barracks,  but  he  advifed  me  againft 
it,  as  the  people  feemed  very  much  irritated,  therefore  took  his  ad- 
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vice,  and  remained  at  home  until  day-break  that  morning.  Further 
the  deponent  fayeth  not. 

EDMUND  MASON,  Capt. 

14th  legiment. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  14th,  1770. 

Sworn  before,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  104.) 

T  John  Gillifpie  do  teftify  as  follows ;  that  on  Monday  the  5th  of 
March,  I  went  to  the  fouth  end  of  Bofton  to  meet  fome  friends 
^bout  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  on  the  way  I  met  feveral 
people  armed  with  clubs  and  flicks,  amounting  to  about  40  or  50, 
in  different  parties,  from  three  to  fix  in  each ;  leveral  friends  came 
in  after  at  different  times,  and  took  notice  to  us  of  the  numbers  they 
faw  as  above  ;  Mr.  Heming  came  to  us  at  about  three  o’clock,  and 
told  us  that  300  people  were  affembling  at  Liberty-Tree,  I  think  he 
faid,  armed  with  flicks  and  clubs  to  beat  the  foldicrs  :  about  half 
after  eight,  the  bells  rang,  and  we  thought  it  for  fire,  but  the  landlord 
faid  it  was  to  colledl  the  mob;  I-refolved  to  go  home,  and  in  my  way 
numbers  of  people  ran  pafl  me,  fome  with  clubs  and  Hicks,  fome 
oiherwife  ;  Mr.  Fleming’s  man  faid,  he  heard  the  foldiers  and  the 
towns-people  were  fighting;  two  engines  paffing  by  us  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people,  were  told  there  was  no  fire,  but  only  the  peole  going 
to  fight  the  foldiers  ;  immediately  they  quitted  the 'engines,  and 
fwore  by  God  they  would  go  to  their  affiflancc ;  on  coming  near  the 
end  of  King- flreet,  I  faw  a  great  number  of  people  paffing  and  re- 
pafling,  they  were  going  to  break  the  windows  (as  I  learned  next  day) 
of  the  meeting-houfe,  to  get  in  and  ring  the  bell  ;  about  nine,  or  a 
little  after,  I  heard  the  fhots  fired,  and  was  informed  fome  people 
were  killed  ;  fome  time  after  I  looked  up  Queen-flreet,  and  faw 
about  50  or  60  people,  fome  fwearing  with  bitter  imprecations,  and 
exciting  others  to  go  and  knock  their  brains  out,  meaning  the  fol¬ 
diers ;  others  made  reply,  what  can  we  do?  “What is  in  our  power 
to  do  ?”  fome  time  after  I  looked  out  and  faw  much  the  lame  number, 
immediately  five  or  fix  officers  came  by,  fome  of  the  people  cry’d, 
Knock  them  down,  knock  them  down;”  hut  others  begged  for  ^ 
God’s  fake  to  let  them  alone ;  another  officer  coming  by  fome  lime 
after,  they  cry’d  out,  “Knock  him  down;”  but  one  or  two  people 
begged  of  them  not  to  meddle  with  him. 

^  JOHN  GILLISPIE. 

March  12,  1770. 

Sworn  to,  before  James  Murray,  J,  P. 
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Y  Edward  Hill,  late  ferrant  to  Mr.  George  Spooner,  merchant,  t)f 
J!  Bouon,  being  of  full  ao^e  and  duly  fworn,  do  depofe  and  fay,  that 
I  was  among  the  mob  near  the  tovvn-hrmfe  in  Bofton,  on  Monday 
the  5th  of  March  inllant,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  the 
bells  werefet  ai  ingiug  by  order  of  the  towns  men  (as  1  do  believe)  in 
order  to  brir\g  the  people  together.  J  faw  feme  of  them  armed  with 
fticlss,  and  heard  fome  of  them  fay  they  would  go  down  to  the  cut 
llom-houlc,  where  there  vras  a  ceniry  placed,  and  they  would  take 
him  off  his  place.  Hearing  this,  I  went  to  the  main  guard,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  the  loldiers  with  what  1  heard.  I  heard  the  i'erjeant  of  the 
guard  order  a  party  of  men  to  condufl  the  oaicer  of  the  guard  to  his 
poh;  1  Ifaid  thereabout  tjll  i  law  Capt.  Piellon  and  another  officer 
join  the  guard  ;  then  I  law  Capt.  Prelfon  with  a  party  of  men  go  to¬ 
wards  the  (;ull.om-hoi;ie ;  then,  as  1  went  towards  the  pail- office,  I 
heard  the  report  of  two  inuffiets,  fired  as  if  from  the  cullom-houfe  ; 
upon  this  1  returned  and  went  towards  the  culfcm  houfe  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  towns-mcn;  while  1  was  on  the  way  thither,  I  heard  the  report 
of.  three  or  lour  nuifficts  more  ;  when  I  went  down,  I  faw  the  people 
carrying  off'  for  dead  one  or  two  nien  ;  and  then  I  faw  a  man  lying 
on  his  back  with  a  gore  of  blood  by  him,  who,  as  I  afterwards 
learned,  was  a  Mulatto,  upon  which  1  heard  the  tqwns-people  cry 
out  to  the  foldiers  who  Ifood  at  the  culfom-houfe,  “  Fire,  damn  you, 
fire,  we  defy  you  to  hre;”  whereon  one  of  the  foldiers  of  that  party, 
thus  provoked,  turned  out  of  the  ranks  a  little,  took  up  his  mufket, 
and  was  going  to  fire,  when  Capt.  Preifon  took  him  by  the  arm  and 
liindered  him  rrom  firing,  it  was  after  the  fi/ing  beforementioned  was 
over,  according  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  that  I  heard  the  drum 
beating  to  arms.  1  law  feveral  officers  of  the  z^th  regiment  running 
towards  their  barracks,  and  fome  of  the  tovvns-people  running  after 
them,  crying,  “  Knock  them  down,  ions  of  bitches.”  As  I  was 
running  after  fome  of  thefc  officers  ;  I  had  in  my  hand  a  fmall  flick, 
which  fomebody  purfuing  the  officers  afked  me  to  let  him  have.  1  re¬ 
fund,  faying,  1  v.'anted  it  luyfelf.  He  took  hold  of  the  Hick,  and 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  take  it  from  me  ;  a  crowd  of  people  coming 
up,  and  wa'king  fafter  than  [  did,  threw  me  down  As  I  got  up 
apain,  fome  of  them  afked,  “  vVhat  fon  of  a  bitch  was  that?”  and 
one  of  them  made  a  ihruH  at  me  with  a  blade,  which  I  took  to  be  a 
cut  and  thrufl  fword,  and  by  the  thrull  cut  tirrough  my  jacket  on  the 
left  bread  about  fix  inches  ;  then  I  run  down  to  the  I  arracks  of  .the 
14th  regiment,  where  1  remained  all  night.  And  further  the  , depo¬ 
nent  faith  not. 

EDWARD  HILL. 


Sulfblk,  ffi.  Roflon,  March  W7P' 

Sworn  beffi  re  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 
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(No.  to6.) 

'jp  HOMx4S  BUCKLEY,  lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Steele,  enfigrt, 
w  both  in  his  Majefty's  29th  regiment  of  foot,  being  duly  fworn; 
depofe,  that  they  the  deponents  were  in  the  officers  barrack,  called 
Smyth’s,  behind  which  is  barracks  where  two  companies  of  the 
29th  regiment  were  quartered  ;  that  about  9  o’clock  at  night,  they 
were  alarmed  by  a  node  in  the  Erect;  that  by  the  time  tliey  got  down 
ftairs,  they  favv  afoldier  very  much  wounded,  having  a  fevere  wound 
in  his  head,  and  one  of  his  fingers  almoft  cut  oE',  who  faid  the 
towns-pcople  were  murdering  fome  foldiers  in  the  Ereet.  As  foon  as 
the  deponents  underEood  what  was  going  on,  they  made  the 
foldiers  return  to  their  barracks,  fome  of  whom  were  much 
wounded.  That  the  inhabitants  followed  the  foldiers,  threat- 
cning  and  infulcing  them  in  the  groEeE  manner,  even  to  the  Eeps  of 
the  barracks,  where  the  officers  were  keeping  the  foldiers  in,  they 
brandiffiing  their  weapons  over  the  officers  heads,  ar.d  making  cf- 
many  threats.  That  the  deponents  made  ufe  of  many  arguments  to 
make  the  mob  diTperfe,  telling  them,  “  that  no  foldiers  ffiould  Eir  out 
of  the  barrack;”  all  of  which  was  ineffedlual,  till  there  was  heard  the 
noife  of  another  mob.  On  which  they  went  oE',  uounfhing  their 
weapons,  and  fwearing  they  would  kill  us  all.  They  farther  depofe, 
that  from  their  feeing  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  armed  before  this 
aflair  happened,  and  their  immediately  ringing  a  number  of  bells  to 
alarm  the  town,  they  had  reafon  to  believe  they  had  formed  a  defign 
to  attack  the  foldiery.  The  deponents  further  fay,  that  Ence  they 
have  been  in  BoEon  they  have  been  frequently  inifulted,  and  of  late 
they  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  render  it  unfafe  for  officer  or  foidier  to 
walk  the  Erects  after  dark. 

THOMAS  BUCKLEY-  THOMAS  STEELE. 

Suffolk,  ff.  BoEon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 


(No.  107.) 

J  Paul  Minchin,  lieutenant  m  his  Majedy’s  29th  regiment  of  foot, 
do  fwear,  that  on  Monday  the  5th  of  March  1770,  being  in  my 
quarters,  about  9  o’clock  at  night,  1  got  up  and  vvent  to  the  Ereet 
door,  and  there  faw  fome  towns-peopic  and  foldiers  fighting  in  the 
narrow  lane  oppofite  the  Ereet  door,  and  in  a  moment  after,  J  heard 
fome  of  the  towns-people  call  out  “  Liberty,  liberty,  fire,  fire  ;”and 
^hen  the  Erects  filled  with  inhabitants.  Ideutenanr  Dixon,  and  myfelf, 
jn  a  little  tirqc  after  got  the  foldiers,  who  were  engaged  with  a  n  umber 
of  the  inhabitants,  into  their  barracks,  upon  which  feveral  of  the  towns* 
people  feemed  very  outrageous,  and  abufed  the  officers  and  foldiers 
in  the  moE  infulting  manner,  damning  and  calling  them  “  bloody- 
back  fcoundrcls,”  making  ufe  of  a  good  deal  of  fuch  abufive  lan¬ 
guage;  feveral  of  them  threatened'us,  and  Eouriffiing  their  weapons 

over 
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over  our  heads,  which  made^me  expecl  to  be  knocked  down  every 
moment,  on  which  lieutenant  Dixon  and  I  found  it  necefiary  to 
take  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  towns-^people  from  entering  the 
barracl:  yard,  as  they  declared  they  would  have  revenge  of  them,  and 
alfo  to  hinder  any  of  the  foldicrs  to  pafs  into  the  ftreets,  as  many  of 
them  were  much  wounded  by  the  inhabitants,  which  made  me  try  f 
every  expedient  I  could  think  of  to  prevent  farther  mifehief. 

Signed,  PAUL  MINCHIN, 
Lieutenant  in  the  29th  regiment. 
Suffolk,  IT.  Boflon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  108.) 

T  John  Goldfinch,  captain  lieutenant  in  liis  Majefiy’s  14th  regiment 
of  foot,  do  hereby  depofe,  that  on  Monday  the  5th  inftant,  about 
the  hour  of  nine  in  the  evening,  as  I  was  going  to  my  barrack,  I 
heard  a  great  difturbance  near  the  barracks  of  the  29th  regiment.  I 
went  to  I'ee  the  occafion  of  it,  and  found  that  a  few  of  that  corps 
were  defending  themfelves  in  a  narrow  palTage  leading  to  their  bar¬ 
racks  againll  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants ;  with  fome  difficulty 
and  danger,  as  the  people  of  the  town  were  pelting  them  with  ftones 
and  other  things,  I  got  to  the  head  of  thofe  men  of  the  29th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  go  to  their  barracks,  which  they 
readily  did,  although  infulted  in  the  moft  opprobrious  manner  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  followed  them  to  the  gate  of  the  barracks,  calling 
them  “  rafcals  and  cowards,”  Hill  pelting  them  with  ftones,  daring 
them  to  come  out  and  fight  them  ;  but  lieutenant  Dixon,  and  other 
officers  of  the  faid  corps,  who  were  at  the  barracks,  exerted  themfelves 
fo  much,  that  they  prevented  any  accident  happening,  as  they  kept 
the  foldiers  within  the  gates.  When  the  people  of  the  town  faw  that 
they  could  not  gain  their  point  by  drawing  the  men  off  their  duty, 
they  w'ent  to  the  main  guard  ;  and  within  a  few  minutes,  I  heard  the 
drum  of  the  faid  guard  beat  to  arms,  on  which  1  w'ent  to  the  bar¬ 
racks  where  fome  of  the  officers  of  the  14th  regiment  were  quartered, 
told  them  of  it,  and  defired  them  to  go  with  me  and 'join  the  regi¬ 
ment :  direftly  lieutenant  Mattear,  fecond  lieutenant  Napier,  enfign 
Laurie,  and  enfign. Hailwood,  went  with  me  part  of  the  way,  but 
by  fome  miflake,"^owing  to  the  difturbancein  the  ftreets,  we  divided, 
which  had  not  happened  above  a  minute  before  I  was  furrounded  by 
a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  the  greateft  part  of  which  threatened 
to  murder  me,  which  I  firmly' believe  w^ould  have  been  the  cafe,  as 
they  were  armed  with  bludgeons  an'd  cudgels,  and  endeavouring  to 
ftrike  at  me,  faying  “  They  would  foon  get  rid  of  the  foldiers  in  the 
fame  manner.”  I  got  clear  of  this  party  by  being  known  to  one  or 
tw'O,  who  let  me  pafs  them  untouched.  I  had  not  gone  from  them 
but  a  fmall  dillance,  when  fix  or  feven  men  rufhed  out  from  behind 
2  houfe,  and  knocked  me  down ;  the  ftreke  was  fo  fudden,  and  not 
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feeing  my  enemies  dire£ily,  had  not  time  to  defend  myfelf ;  on  the 
Recovery  of  my  fenfes,  (which  were  taken  away  by  the  violence  of  the  ' 
blow,  which  took  place  a  little  below  my  right  temple,)  I  faw  the 
above  fix  or  feven  people  landing  over  me,  all  armed  with  bludgeons, 
faying^  “  Repeat  the  blow ;  murder  the  fcoundrek  he  is  one  of  them,’’ 
which  I  am  certain  would  have  been  the  cafe,  if  there  had  not  come 
by  that  inftant  three  officers  fervants^-  who  were  going  to  join  their 
fegiment,  on  which  the  inhabitants  made  off,  and  I  went  with  the 
faid  fervants,  and  joined  my  corps. 

JOHN  GOLDFINCH. 

Captain  lieutenant  of  the  14th  regiment  of  foot.' 
Suffolk,  ff.'Boflon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Mu r r ay,  J.  P. 

(No.  109.) 

T  John  Weir^  furgeon’s  mate  in  the  14th  regiment,  depofe,  that  on 
Monday  the  fifth  of  March,  being  in  an  houfe  in  Cornhlll.  about 
^orty  yards  from  the  main  guard,  about  9  o’clock  at  night,  1  heard  a 
great  noife  in  King-ilreet,  as  of  a  mob  fighting  with  flicks  ;  upon  go¬ 
ing  to  a  window  that  fronted  the  ilreet,  oblerved  a  number  of  men 
running  towards  King-llreet,  and  immediately  a  few  returned,  cry¬ 
ing,  “  Ring  the  alarm  bclj,”  and  went  into  a  meeting  houfe  oppofite 
the  window  where  I  was,  and  rang  the  bell  as  if  for  fire.  I  then  left 
the  window,  and  fat  down  in  a  back  parlour;  about  fifteen  minutes 
after,  I  heard  the  report  of  five  or  fix  mufkets,  which  feemed  to  come 
from  the  main  guard;  I  then  returned  to  the  fame  window,  and  faw 
the  people,  in  great  numbers,  running  from  King-flreet,  crying. 
Murder,  help.”  A  party  flopt  under  the  window  where  I  flood, 
and  feemed  to  confult  with  one  perfon  what  to  do ;  and  I  heard  them 
fay,  “Let  us  fire  the  beacon,  and  alarm  the  country another  cried, 

“  Let  us  wait  till  day-light,  and  kill  every  one  of  the  dogs.”  Im¬ 
mediately  a  drum  beat  to  arms ;  I  ran  to  the  main  guard,  where 
captain  Prelion  was  forming  Ibme  men  of  the  291)1  regiment.  I  afked 
him  if  any  perfon  was  killed,  he  faid,  “  Three  were  killed  dead,  and 
more  wounded  ;  that  the  mob  had  brought  it  on  themfelves,  by  at' 
tacking- the  foldiers”,  I  then  left  him,  and  joined  my  own  regiment. 

JOHN  WEIR. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me>  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  1 10.) 

TTUGH  DICKSON,  lieutenant,  and  David  St.  Clair,  enfign,  both 
in  his  Majefly’s  29th  regiment  of  foot,  being  duly  fworn,  depofe 
that  on  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  about  nine  o’clock,  P,  M.  they 
were  in  the  officers  barracks  called  Smith’s,  behind  which  two  com¬ 
panies  of  the  29th  regiment  were  quartered  ;  they  were  alarmed  by  a 
noife  in  the  flreet,  on  which  they  ran  to  the  window,  and  faw  forae 

foldiers 
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foidiers  riinning  out  of  the  barrack,  faying  “  The  towns-people  were 
ijHirdering  iome  foidiers;”  they  immediately  went  down  ftairs,  and 
were  met  at  the  door  by  a  foldier  much  wounded,  he  having  received 
aicvetc  wound  on  the  iicad,  and  had  two  of  his  fingers  cut,  one,  of 
them  almoit  olF,  who  told  them  that  he  was  attacked  as  he  was  com¬ 
ing  quietly  home  by  fome  towns-people,  and  that  there  was  another 
officer’s  iervant  in  the  ftreet  whom  he  believed  they  would  murder;  the 
noife  at  fome  little  diilance  itill  continuing,  they  went  up  to  the  place, 
and  found  a  few  loldiers  engaged  with  a  number  of  people,  and 
blows  paffing  on  both  fides ;  they  interfered,  and  as  foon  as  poffiblc 
got  the  foidiers  into  their  barracks,  feveral  of  them  being  much 
wounded,  followed  by  a  large  mob,  who  infulted  and  made  ufe  of 
many  threatening  and  abufive  fpeeches  to  both  officers  and  foidiers, 
even  followed  them  clofe  up  to  the  door,  and  brandiffied  their  clubs 
over  the  heads  of  the  officers  who  were  at  that  time  keeping  the 
foidiers  in  the  barracks,  and  doing  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
perfuade  the  towns-people  to  uifperfe,  the  deponents  and  fome 
other  officers  affuring  them  upon  their  honours  that  no  foldier  ffiould 
leave  his  barrack  that  night  to  moleil  any  one  ;  all  of  W'hich  was  in- 
eifedlual,  they  iHll  continuing  their  abule  till  they  heard  the  fhouting 
of  another  mob  at  fome  diilance,  and  fome  fhots  fired,  on  which  they 
huzza’d  and  went  offi,  faying,  “  That’s  right,  they  have  fired,  now 
we  will  kill  them  all.”  The  deponents  further  fay,  that  they  have 
gical  reafcxT  to  believe  the  towns-people  had  a  premeditated  defiga. 
to  attack  the  foidiers,  from  fuch  a  number  of  them  affembling  in  fo 
ffiort  a  time,  armed  with  bludgeons,  and  moil  of  the  bells  in  town 
being  fet  ringing  in  order  to  alarm  the  inhabitants.  They  further 
lay,  that  fince  they  have  been  in  Boilon  they  have  been  frequently 
infuhed  and  abuled  ;  and  of  late  the  inhabitants  have  proceeded  to 
inch  lengths,  as,  in  their  own  opinions,  to  render  it  very  unfafe  for 
an  officer  or  foldier  to  walk  the  Itieets  at  night.  The  deponents  fay 
farther,  that  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  defired  them  to  take  care  of 
ihemfelvcsj  for  ihe  had  heard  leveral  ot  the  inhabitants  fay,  “That  they 
would  kill  all  the  officers  in  town,  and  after  that  they  could  very  well 
manage  the  foidiers,  by  giving  them  land,  and  fettling  them  in  the 
back  parts  of  the  province.”  , 

H.  DICKSON. 
DAVID  St.  CLAIR. 

Suffiolk,  ffi  Bollon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  1 1 1.) 

Boilon,  1 2th  March,  1770. 
'■pHOMAS  GPvEENWOOD,  an  inhabitant  (being  duly  fworn) 
fays,  that  on  Monday  night  the  5th  inilant,  being  at  the  fouth 
part  of  the  town,  he  about  nine  o’clock  was  alarmed  by  the  ringiag 

of 
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of  bells,  and  a  cry  of  fire,  on  which  he  immediately  ran- and -af' 
iifted  in  bringing  a  fire-engine  towards  King-Hreet,  where  it  was  re” 
ported  the  fire  was ;  but  on  coming  near  Dr,  Sewall’s  meeting-houle> 
they  were  met  by  feveral  people,  who  told  them  it  was  no  fire,  but 
the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  fighting  in  King-ftreet,  and  defired  them 
to  go  back  immediately  for  their  arms ;  on  hearing  this,  he  haflened 
to  the  place,  and  on  coming  to  the  corner  of  the  ftreet  where  the 
main  guard  is,  he  fell  in  with  a  great  crowd  of  people  huzzaing,  and 
moft  of  them  armed  with  clubs,  challenging  the  main  guard  to  come 
out  and  fight  them,  “  damning  them  for  bloody  back  rafcals,  that 
they  were  now  enough  for  them,  and  that  they  dare  not  turn  out.’^ 
After  fome  time,  finding  they  could  not  proVoke  the  main  guard  to 
fight  with  them,  they  retired  from  thence,  and  went  to  attack  the 
centinel  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  at  which  time  the  deponent  followed 
them  clofe,  and  faw  them  furround  the  centry,  whom  they  imme¬ 
diately  began  to  attack,  flriking  at  him  with  clubs,  fwearing  they 
would  be  revenged  on  the  foldiers ;  the  centry  defended  himfelf  with 
his  bayonet,  and  defired  them  to  keep  off,  “  faying  he  durft  not  quit 
his  port,  and  if  they  did  not  dcfift  mull  call  the  guard  they  imme¬ 
diately  began  to  pelt  him  with  fticks  and  large  pieces  of  ice  picked 
up  from  the  fireet,  which  obliged  the  centry  to  retreat  to  the  door  of 
the  cuftom-houfe,  and  call  to  the  guard  for  afiifiance,  a  party  of 
which  coming  immediately,  were  attacked  in  the  fame  manner  with 
clubs  and  balls  of  ice ;  the  people  at  the  fame  time  calling  out  to 
them,  “  Damn  you,  you  rafcals,  fire;  you  dare  not  fire  ;  fire  and  be 
damn’d;  why  don’t  you  fire  ?”  Thefe  exprefiions  were  frequently  re¬ 
peated,  during  which  time  the  officer  who  commanded  the  party 
(whom  the  deponent  did  not  know,  but  has  fince  heard  it  was  Capt. 
Prefton)  fpoke  often  to  the  mob,  defiringthem  to  be  quiet  and  difperfe, 
for  if  they  continued  their  attack  upon  him  and  his  party,  he  fhould 
be  obliged  to  fire  upon  them  ;  juft  at  this  time  a  grenadier  on  the 
right  of  the  party  was  ftruck  with  a  large  ftick  thrown  at  hini,  which 
made  him  ftagger;  as  foon  as  he  recovered,  he  and  the  foldier  next 
him  both  fired,  and  foon  after  five  or  fix  more,  on  which  he  the  de¬ 
ponent  faw  feveral  people  drop,  and  the  reft  ran  away,  but  returned 
foon  after  to  carry  off  thofe  who  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  which  as 
foon  as  done,  the  deponent  left  King-ftreet,  and  faw  nothing  further 
of  what  pafTed  that  night. 

THOMAS  GREENWOOD. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  13,  1770. 

»  Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

{No.  1 1 2.) 

T  Richard  Palms,  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that 
between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock  laft  Monday  evening, 
the  cth  inftant,  I  heard  one  of  the  bells  ring,  which  1  thought  w-a< 
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for  fire  ;  I  went  towards  where  I  thought  it  was,  was  tpid  that 
the  foldicrs  were  abufing  the  inhabitants  ;  I  a&ed  where  the  foldicrs 
were,  and  was  anfwered  in  King  ftrect,  and  that  there  was  a  rumpus 
at  the  cudom-houfe  door ;  as  foon  as  I  got  there  I  faw  Capt.  Pretton 
at  the  head  of  fix  or  eight  foldicrs ;  the  foldicrs  had  their  guns  breaft 
high,  with  their  bayonets  fixed.  I  went  immediately  to  Capt.  Prefton, 
and  aflcedhim  if  the  foldiers  guns  were  loaded  5  his  anfwer  was,  “They 
were  loaded  with  powder  and  ball;”  1  then  alked  him  if  he  intended 
they  Ihould  fire  on  the  inhabitants,  his  anfwer  to  me  was,  “  By  no 
tneans.”  I  did  not  hear  him  tell  the  foldiers  not  to  fire,  nor  did  I 
hear  hin>  fpeak  to  them.  1  faw  a  piece  of  ice  fall  among  the  foldiers ; 
immediately  upon  this  the  ifoldier  upon  his  right  hand  fired  his  gun, 
that  inilant  I  heard  the  word  “  Fire,”  but  by  whom  I  know  not;  the 
foldier  at  his  left  hand  fired  next,  and  the  others  one  after  another, 
as  fait  as  they  could.  I  turned  myfelf  to  my  left,  and  faw  one  man 
dead,  upon  which  1  ftruck  at  the  foldier  who  firll  fired  the  gun,  and 
hit  his  left  arm  or  hand,  which  made  his  gun  fall ;  I  then  ftruck  at 
Capt.  Prefton^  and  thought  1  hit  his  head,  but  he  fays  1  hit  his  arm  ^ 
on  my  making  the  ftroke  at  him  I  fell  on  my  right  knee.  I  faw  the 
foldier  that  fired  the  firll  fire  going  to  pu(h  his  bayonet  at  me,  upon 
which  I  threw  my  Hick  at  his  head  j  he  gave  back,  and  gave  me^  an 
opportunity  to  jump  out  of  his  way,  or  muft  been  run  through  ‘the 
body.  I  diredly  palTed  through  Exchange-lane,  and  fo  up  the  next 
by  Mr.  Kent’s  office,  and  faw  three' people  on  the  ground,  and  faw 
Mr.  Gridley,  with  feveral  other  perfons,  carrying  Mr.  Morton’s  ap¬ 
prentice  up  to  the  prifon  houfe.  1  followed  him,  and  faw  he  had  a 
ball  Ihot  through  his  breaft  ;  at  my  return,  found  the  foldiers  were 

gone  to  the  main  guard,  &c. 

'  "  ■  Signed, 

RICHARD  PALMS. 


(No.  n3.) 

1  Jam.es  Baflet,  lieutenant  in  nis  Majeliy’s  29th  regiment  of  foot,  do 
declare,  that  Monday  thje  5th  day  of  March,  1770,  1  was  officer 
pf  the  main  guard  ;  in  the  evening  I  went  to  my  quarters,  which  is 
about  one  hundred  yards  diftant,  and  about  nine  o  clock  was  alarmed 
with  ringing  of  bells,  and  cry  of  fire ;  irpuiediately  Capt.  Prefton, 
who  was  the  jC^p^’in  of  the  day,  and  I,  w'cnt  on  the  top  ol  the  honle 
to  fee  in  what  part  of  the  town  the  fire  was  ;  but  was  foon  called 
dow'n,  and  acquainted  that  a  file  pf  men  was  at  the  door,  who  informed 
us  tfiat  there  vyas  a  great  mob  at  the  main  guard,  on  which  Capt, 
Prefton  and  I  repaired  to  the  guard  ;  on  our  coming  there,  a  num- 
j^er  of  inhabitants  inlorm^d  us,  that  the  centry  at  the  cuilom-houfc 
w'ould  certainly  be  murdered  if  we  did  not  fend  a  party  of  men  to 
his  relief,  on  which  Capt.  Prefton  ordered  the  guard  to  turn  out, 
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atid  immediately  he  marched  with  twelve  men  to  the  relief  of  the 
centry,  and  [  remained  before  the  guard. 

JAMES  BASSET, 
Lieutenant  29th  regiment. 

/ 

Suffolk,  if.  Boflonj  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  1 14.) 

S  I  R, 

A  T  your  requeft  I  now  fit  down  to  give  you  the  particulars  of 
^  Monday  evening,  the  5th  inftant.  1  fhall  endeavour  to  dived: 
myfclf  of  prejudice,  and  relate  that  unhappy  affair  wdth  the  utmoft 
impartiality.  1  have  already  given  in  to  feveral  juries  of  inqueft  two 
depofitions>  not  altogether  alike  in  words,  but  the  fame  in  fubftance, 
and  this  is  fimilar  to  them  both,  and  is  as  follows.  I  being  in  King- 
ftreet  that  evening,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  faw  a 
centry  that  was  placed  at  the  cuflom-houfe  loading  his  mufket,  and 
fwore,  to  a  number  of  perfons  that  were  paffing  from  Royal-Exchange- 
lane  to  Quaker-lane>  “if  they  molefted  him  he  would  fire  among 
them,”  which  occafioned  numbers  to  gather  round  him,fome  of  whom 
huzz’ad,  and  told  him  “  to  fire  and  be  damn’d.”  Immediately  on  thi^ 

1  faw  Capt.  Prefton  with  a  number  of  foldiers  coming  from  the 
guard-houfe  to  the  cuflom-houfe  with  their  bayonets  charged,  who 
foon  formed  into  half  a  circle,  and  began  without  any  provocation' 
to  pufh  their  bayonets  at  the  people,  one  of  which  went  through  my 
coat,  for  which  Cape.  Prefton  reprimanded  him,  and  then  told  Capt. 
Preflon  it  would  be  prudent  for  him  to  retire  and  take  his  men  with 
him  ;  for  in  cafe  they  molefled  the  people  1  feared  the  confequences 
would  be  bad.  He  reply^d,  “he  would  do  the  bell  he  could,”  or  words 
to  that  effeft. 

At  this  time  I  heardaperfon  afk  Capt.  Preflon  “  whether  they  were  * 
loaded he  reply’d,  “  they  were  he  then  afl-ied  “whether  he  intended 
they  fliould  fire  ?”  he  anfwered,  “  by  no  means.”  Alio  I  faw  fome  of  the 
foldiers  to  appearance  load  their  mulkets,  which  induced  me  to  fay 
to  Capt. Preflon,  “  For  God’s  fake,  don’t  let  your  men  fire.  *  He  reply 
“They  fhall  not.”  At  this  inftant  I  fawa  cake  ofiecjor  fnow-ball,  ftrike 
a  grenadier  upon  the  right  of  the  detachment,  upon*  which  he  level¬ 
led  bis  piece  and  fired  ;  Cape.  Prefton  left  me  direitlly,  and  I  heard 
the  word  “Fire”  feveral  times,  which  1  fuppofed  was  uttered  by  the 
foldiers,  upon  which  all  or  motlof  them  fired  and  loaded  j  I  then  re¬ 
tired  down  Royal-Exchange*  lane,  and  returned  in  about  three  or 
four  minutes  j  1  faw  the  body  of  a  periou,  called  Michael  Johnfon, 
lying  dead  on  the  ground,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  in  conlequence 
of  their  firing ;  I  now  told  Capt.  Prefton  the  fatal  cfTefls  of  their 

firine,  and  begged  be  wouH  retire,  as  his  lifs  was  in  danger  ^  on 
^  (J  z  'vhich 
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which  he  faid,  Gentries,  leave  your  polls,  and  retire  to  the  mam 
r-uard  :  which  they  immediately  did. 

^  SAMUEL  BLISS. 

Sworn,  &c.  &c. 

March  13th,  1770. 

(No.  1 15.) 

j  VvilHam  Brown,  junior,  lieutenant  in  the  14th  regiment  of  foot, 
do  fwear,  that  on  the  evening  of  Monday  the  5th  of  March, 
1770,  being  in  company  with  lieutenant  Mattear,  enfigns  Napier 
and  Hailwood,  in  the  quarters  appropriated  for  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  14th  regiment,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  I 
was  alarmed  with  an  extraordinary  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  words 
“  Turn  out,”  which  continued  feme  time,  and  then  ceafed  a  little; 
but  on  the  bells  beginning  to  ring  again,  and  hearing  the  drum  beat 
to  arms,  I  prepared  to  go  to  the  barracks;  at  this  time,  captain 
lieutenant  Goldfinch  coming  in,  the  gentlemen  then  ready  went  along 
with  him,  leaving  lieutenant  Rofs  and  myfelf,  who  prelently  follow¬ 
ed.  All  along  Queen’s-ftreet,  and  King-llreet,  we  were  purfued  by 
a  number  of  people  with  clubs  and  flicks,  calling  out,  “  Here  goes 
two  more;  kill  them,  kill  them  on  turning  into  Quakers-lane,  I 
received  a  blow  acrofs  the  neck  w'ith  a  flick  thrown  at  me,  another 
being  aimed,  pafTed  with  great  violence,  and  numbers  rufhing  in,  I 
was  feparated  from  lieutenant  Rofs,  and  followed  with  the  cries, 
“  Down  with  him,  kill  him,  kill  him,”  and  other  opprobrious  lan¬ 
guage,  to  the  middle  of  Green’s-lane,  where  they  left  me ;  from 
thcncc  I  got  fafe  to  the  barracks. 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  junior. 
Lieutenant  of  the  i4th  regiment. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J*  P» 

»  (No.  1 16  ) 

r  ITcnry  flallwood,  ehfign  in  the  i4ih  regiment  of  foot,  do  fwear, 
i  that  on  Monday  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  being  in  my  quarters, 
between  the  hours  of  ^  and  to  at  night,  J  was  alarmed  by  the  bells 
ringincr,  (the  alarm  ufual  in  cafes  of  fire)  and  a  great  noife  in  the 
fircers^;  that  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  captain  lieutenant  Gold¬ 
finch  came  into  the  quarters  where  I  was,  and  laid,  “  The  drums  were 
bcatincT  to  arms upon  which  I  went  out,  with  captain  lieutenant 
Goldfinch,  lieutenant  Mattear,  fiecond  lieutenant  Napier,  and  enfiga 
J  autie,  and  that  in  going  through  the  flreets,  we  were  much  infult- 
ed  and  threatened,  by  the  people,  calling  out,  “  There  they  go  ;  kill 
them,  damn  them,  kill  them,^’  and  that,  being  obliged  to  make  the 
bcfl  of  our  way  to  the  regiment,  which  was  at  fome  diftance  from  our 
quarters,  we  accompliHied  it  with  much  difficulty  and  danger,  having 


[17] 

had  a  great  number  of  clubs  and  fticks  both  thrown  at  us,  and  like* 
wife  ftruck  at  with  them ;  that  one  of  thofe  flicks  flruck  me  in  re¬ 
treating,  which  threw  me  on  my  back,  where  I  lay  at  the  mercy  of 
two  or  three  of  thofe  fellows,  who  were  flriking  at  me  with  large 
clubs,  crying  out  at  the  fame  time,  “  Kill  him,  kill  him,”  and  re¬ 
peatedly  defired  me  to  deliver  up  my  fword  with  which  I  defended 
myfelf,  until  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen  came  to  my  afliftance; 
when  they  joined  me,  we  cleared  our  way  with  our  fwords  to  the 
barracks. 

HENRY  HALLWOOD, 

Enfign. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Boflon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 


(No.  1 1 7.) 

J  William  Napier,  Enfign  in  the  14th  regiment  of  foot,  do 
fwear,  that  on  Monday  the  5  th  of  March,  1770,  being  in  my 
quarters,  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10  o’clock  at  night,  was 
alarmed  with  bells  ringing  as  they  ufually  do  for  fire,  and  a  great 
noife  in  the  ftreets ;  in  a  few  minutes  after,  captain  lieutenant 
Goldfinch  of  the  14th  regiment  of  foot  came  into  the  houfe  and 
faid,  that  the  drum  was  beating  to  arms,  upon  which  I  went  out,  in 
order  to  join  my  regiment,  along  with  captain  lieutenant  Goldfinch, 
lieutenant  Mattear,  enfigns  Lavvrie  and  Hailwood,  all  of  the  14th 
regiment  of  foot,  I  was  much  abufed  and  threatened  by  the  town’s- 
people ;  upon  feeing  them  have  large  flicks  and  fome  firelocks,  I 
drew  my  fword, to  defend  myfelf,  as  they  had  made  fcveral  blows 
at  me,  and  calling  out,  “  There  they  go  ;  damn  them,  flop  them, 
murder  them,  and  kill  them  ;  ”  foon  after  I  faw  Enfign  Lawrie  of 
the  14th  regiment  knocked  down  by  a  blow  which  he  received  from 
a  townfman  ;  on  my  running  up  to  his  afliflance  they  made  off;  on 
going  a  little  farther  I  obferved  Enfign  Hailwood  lying  on  his 
back,  and  a  man  jufl  going  to  flrike  him.  I  run  up  and  made  a 
cut  at  him  with  my  fword,  upon  which  they  moved  off;  then  w'C 
joined  our  regiment. 

WILLIAM  NAPIER, 
Enfign  of  the  14th  regiment. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J«  P* 


(No.  1 1 8.) 

T  IE  U  TEN  A  NT  Alexander  Rofs  of  the  14th  regiment  of 
foot,  declares,  that  on  Monday  night  the  5th  of  March,  1 770, 
he  was  in  the  barrack  room,  and  at  a  little  palt  9  o’clock  the  fame 
night  heard  the  bells  ring  (as  if  for  fire)  and  fome  perfons  running 
pafl,  crying,  Turn  out,  turnout;”  on  hearing  iuch  an  urlufnal 
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alarm,  the  deponent  opened  his  window,  enquiring  the  caufe  of  fuch 
diilurbance;  was  anfwered  by  a  woman  who  lives  oppofite,  that  it 
was  to  raife  the  inhabitants  againft  the  foldiers  ;  a  Ihort  time  after^ 
captain  lieutenant  Goldfinch,  of  the  above  mentioned  regiment, 
call’d  out,  “  that  the  drum  beat  to  arms;”  upon  which  the  deponent 
immediately  ran  to  his  Iword,  and  on  coming  down  Hairs  met  with 
lieutenant  Brown  of  the  faid  regiment,  who  was  alfo  going  out  to 
join  it ;  whofe  barracks  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diflant  from 
the  place  where  the  laid  lieutenant  Brown  and  the  deponent  then 
was  ;  Ihortly  after  entering  the  llreet,  feveral  perfons  called  out, 
“  I  here  goes  two  of  the  villains ;  knock  them  down,  kill  them,” 
which  was  evidently  intended  for  the  faid  lieutenant  Brown  and  the 
deponent ;  upon  entering  Quaker*Lane  on  the  way  to  the  regiment, 
the  deponent  received  a  blow  upon  the  Ihoulders,  with  a  Hick  or 
feme  other  weapon,  which  was  thrown  at  him  by  fome  of  thofe 
men  who  came  running  after  them,  crying  out,  “  Stop  the  villains, 
kill  them,  murder  them,  kill  every  foldier  you  meet.”  On  going 
a  little  farther,  feveral  blows  were  aimed  at  them,  with  clubs,  Hicks, 
&c.  which  providentially  efcaped  both ;  but  the  deponent  was  parted 
from  the  faid  Lieutenant  Brown  in  the  hurry  and  confufion  both  was 
in  when  attacked  by  fuch  numbers  endeavouring  to  murder  them, 
after  which  the  deponent  was  purfued  by  numbers  in  like  manner, 
crying,  Kill  him,  murder  him  but  upon  getting  nigher  the 
regiment,  they  left  off  the  purfuit. 

ALEXANDER  ROSS. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  119.) 

T  Daniel  Mattear,  lieutenant  in  the  J4th  regiment  of  foot,  being 
•  duly  fworn,  depofe,  that  on  Monday  evening,  the  5th  of  Marth, 
iyyOy  betwixt  9  and  10  o’clock,  I  was  in  my  barrack  room,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  lieutenant  Brown,  jun.  enfign  Napier,  and  enfign  Hall- 
wood  of  the  fame  regiment,  when  I  heard  the  fire  bells  ringing,  and 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  running  paH  the  door,  crying,  “  Turn  out,” 
repeatedly ;  about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  captain  lieutenant  Gold¬ 
finch  of  the  faid  regiment  came  and  informed  me  the  drum  was 
beating  to  arms,  and  deffred  I  would  immediately  follow  him  to  the 
regiment,  which  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  houfe  where 
I  live  ;  upon  which  I  took  a  brace  of  pillols,  and,  in  company  with 
captain  lieutenant  Goldfinch,  eniigns,  Napier,  Hailwood,  and  Laurie, 
went  to  join  the  regiment.  In  oar  way  we-  paffed  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  made  a  great  noife  on  feeing  us  and  ufed  fome  very 
threatening  language,  but  the  particular  exprefllons  I  do  not  recoi¬ 
led  ;  and  on  going  on  farther,  eight  or  nine  men  came  running 
after  me  with  clubs  in  their  hands,  threatening  to  knock  me  down 
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a^id  murder  me  ;  upon  which  I  prefented  a  piftol  at  them,  and  told 
them  1  would  ftioot  the  man  that  ftruck.me.  They  then  retired 
a  little,  and  I  proceeded  towards  the  regiment ;  but  had  not  gone  far 
before  I  faw  enfign  Hailwood  on  the  ground,  and  two  or  three  men 
Handing  over  him  with  clubs  in  their  hands ;  I  then  called  enfign 
Napier,  who  was  a  little  before  me,  to .  hailen  with  me  to  enfign 
Hailwood’s  alTiftance,  and  on  our  coming  up,  the  men  who  had 
knocked  him  down  went  to  one  fide  of  the  ilreet,  and  we  proceeded 
to  the  regiment. 

,  .  ^  DANIEL  MATTEAR, 

Captain  of  the  14th  regiment  of  foot. 

•  Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P, 

(No.  120.) 

T  Andrew  Lawrie,  Enfign  in  the  14th  regiment  of  foot,  do  fwcar, 
that  on  Monday  laft,  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  being  in  my 
quarters,  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10  o’clock  at  night,  I  was 
alarmed  with  the  bells  ringing  as  they  ufually  do  for  fire,  and  a  great 
noife  in  the  flreets ;  in  a  few  minutes  after.  Captain  lieutenant  Gold¬ 
finch  of  the  14th  regiment  came  into  the  houfe,  and  faid,  the  drum 
was  beating  to  arms ;  upon  which  I  went  out,  with  captain  lieutenant 
Goldfinch,  lieutenant  Mattear,  2d  lieutenant  Napier,  and  enfign 
Hailwood,  all  of  the  14th  regiment  of  foot;  and  was  much 
abufed  and  threatened  by  the  inhabitants,  who  had  taken  large 
flicks,  and  fome  of  them  mufquets  ;  that,  in  going  to  join  my 
regiment,  which  was  at  fome  dirtance,  the  inhabitants  call’d  out. 
There  they  go;  damn  them,  kill  them,  murder  them,  flop  them 
and  kill  them,  &c.”  and  I  was  then  flruck  feveral  times ;  at  lafl  I 
received  a  blow  with  a  flick  which  brought  me  to  the  ground,  where 
I  defended  myfelf  with  fny  fword  as  well  as  I  could,  until  2d 
lieutenant  Napier  came  to  my  afTiilance  ;  upon  which  they  made 
off;  and  going  a  little  farther,  1  faw  enfign  Hailwood  down,  and 
three  people  llriking  at  him  with  clubs  and  large  bludgeons  ;  but  on 
our  coming  up  to  his  affiflance,  the  people  run  away,  and  wc  joined 
our  regiment. 

ANDREW  LAWRIE, 
Enfign  of  the  14th  regiment  of  foot. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  13th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J*  P* 

(No.  I  21 .) 

T  Henry  Dougan,  a6ling  furgeon  of  the  29th  regiment,  teHify,  that 
on  Wednefday  the  7th  of  March  infl.  between  the  hours  of  9 
apd  10  at  night,  coming  from  the  north-end  of  the  town,  palling  by 
a  number  of  people,  inhabitants,  armed  with  hre  arms  and  clubs, 

one 
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one  of  them  damn’d  my  foul  and  faid,  “  I  was  a  foldier;”  another 
faid,  “  I  looked  more  like  an  officer,  and  that  if  I  was  either  they 
would  immediately  facrifice  me;'*  another  faid,  “he  would  foon 
difeover  if  I  belonged  to  the  army upon  which  he  came  up  to  me 
and  lifted  my  great  coat  to  examine  my  drefs ;  finding  me  in  colour’d 
deaths,  told  the  people,  “  I  was  neither  foldier  nor  officer.”  I  heard 
them  repeatedly  lay,  “  they  had  but  one  life  to  lofe,  and  that  they 
were  willing  to  lofe  it  for  their  country  and  alfo  faid,  “  that  Mr. 
Hancock  faid  he  had  but  one  life,  that  he  would  lofe  it  for  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  why  Ihould  not  they?  that  they  would  oppofe  the  troops, 
and  prevent  them  taking  the  damn'd  bougers  out  of  jail.” 

HENRY  DOUGAN. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bollon,  March  14th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  122.) 

T  James  Vibart,  lieutenant  in  the  29th  regiment  of  foot,  being 

duly  fworn,  do  depofe  and  fay,  that  I  have  been  many  times  in- 
fulted  and  abufed  in  the  llreets  of  Bofton,  but  moft  particularly  on 
the'  1 2th  day  of  March  inftant,  about  8  o’clock  in  the  evenihg,  as  I 
was  returning  home  from  the  coffee-houfe  to  my  lodgings,  I  then  re¬ 
ceived  a  blow  from  fome  perfon  unknown  with  a  Hick  or  other  wea¬ 
pon  on  my  head,  which  wounded  me  on  two  places,  and  brought  me 
to  the  ground,  where  I  lay  fenfelels  fome  time.  And  I  do  further 
depofe,  that  I  did  not  at  that  time,  or  before  the  blow,  fpeak  a  word, 
or  give  the  leaft  offence  or  provocation  whatfoever,  to  any  one  for 
fuch  treatment.  ' 

JAMES  VIBART. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  14th,  1770. 

Sworn  before  me,  James  Murray,  J.  P. 

(No.  123.) 

Meffieurs  Edes  &  Gill, 

Gentlemen, 

A  S  the  villainy  of  my  fervant  (who  is  a  boy  under  age,  \yithout 
^  principle,  fenfe,  or  education,  and  indeed  unacquainted  with  our 
language)  has  fubjeded  myfelf  and  one  of  my  friends  to  a  fufpicion 
that  we  were  concerned  in  the  unhappy  tranfaiftion  of  Monday  the 
5th  inftant,  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  publifti  the  following  affidavit 
as  an  additional  (till  further)  proof  of  my  innocence,  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  injury  done  my  lentiments  and  reputation, 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

16th  March,  Your  humble  fervant, 

,--o.  Edward  Manwaring. 

On 
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On  Monday  the  5th  of  this  prefent  March,  1770,  about  3 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Edward  Manwaring* 
at  his  lodgings  in  Back-llreet,  Bofton,  and  immediately  proceeded 
with  him  and  Mr.  John  Monroe,  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Browiv  in 
Charleftown,  to  fettle  an  affair  between  the  faid  Brown  and  one  Dr. 
Brown  in  Boflon,  relative  to. a  horfe  which  the  laft  mentioned 
Brown  had  hired 'of  the  aforefaid  Brown  in  Charleftown,  where 
we  (laid  till  fomething  after  fix  in  the  evening,  and  returned  to 
.Mr.  Manwaring’s  lodgings  about  feven,  and  fat  ourfelves  down  to 
fpend  the  evening  with  him,  which  we  accordingly  did.  About  an 
hour  and  half  after  our  arrival  at  the  faid  Manwaring’s  lodgings, 
we  heard  the  cry  of  fire  in  the  ftreet,  and  thereupon  ran  to  the  win¬ 
dows  to  be  informed  where  it  was,  when  fome  per  Ion  made  anfvvcr  at 
the  fouth-end  ;  others  in  the  fireet  were  alfo  enquiring  where  it  was, 
and  they  were  anfwered  “  that  they  would  foon  fee,”  and  other  expref- 
fions  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  made  us  conclude,  that  fomething 
more-was  in  the  cafe  than  fire  alone;  on  which  we  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  not  to  ftir  from  the  faid  Manwaring’s  apartment ;  foon  after  this 
determination,  we  were  confirmed  more  in  our  former  opinion  by  a 
noife  in  the  ftreet,  and  fome  people  faying  “  four  out  of  five  were 
killed,”  which  words,  though  we  did  not  know  the  meaning  ot, 
fully  fatisfied  us  there  was  fometliing  more  than  fire.  On  this  occa- 
fion  Mr.  Manwaring’s  boy  feveral  times  attempted  to  go  into  the 
ftreet  to  join  the  multitude,  and  once  had  got  as  far  as  the  gate  next 
-the  ftreet,  when  Mr.  Monroe  fetched  him  back,  and  (hut  the  gate 
after  him.  After  this,  Mr.  Manwaring  kept  the  faid  boy  in  his  the 
faid  IManwaring’s  own  room,  being  determined  not  to  trull  the  faid 
boy  out  of  his  fight.  Then  we,  the  laid  Edward  Manwaring,  John 
Monroe,  myfelf,  and  Mrs,  Hudfon  the  landlady  of  the  houle,  who 
was  afraid  to  ftay  in  her  own  apartment  alone ;  I  fay,  we  the  aiore- 
faid  perfons  fat  over  a  bottle  or  two  of  mull’d  wine  till  halt  an  hour 
after  ten,  when  the  tumult  feemed  to  be  fubfided,  and  INIr.  Monroe 
propofed  to  go  to  his  own  lodgings,  which  Mr.  Manwaring  would 
have  perfuaded  him  from,  apprehending  there  might  be  danger  in  lo 
doing;  but  he  perfevered  in  the  refolution  of  going,  and  went  ac¬ 
cordingly,  but  told  us  at  parting,  that  if  any  tumult  Hill  remained  he 
would  immediately  return,  but  if  he  did  not  return  we  might  depend 
upon  it  all  was  quiet,  and  he  did  not  return  that  night.  After  this, 

.  myfelf,  Mr.  Manwaring  and  Mrs.  Hudfon  (and  the  boy  ftill  in  com- 
pany)  remained  together  till  about  twelve  the  fame  n’ght,  when  ike 
.  left  us  to  go  to  her  own  bed.  Alter  this,  myfelf,  Mr.  Man .iaring, 
and  his  boy  fat  up  together  about  three  hours  longer  it  being  then 
too  late  for  my  returning  to  my  own  lodgings,  Mr.  Manwaring  pro¬ 
pofed  my  fleeping  with  him,  which  I  accoriiingly  did  in  the  i.irne 
bed,  and  the  boy  was  ordered  to  go  to  his  bed^  wliich  he  accc-idingiv 
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did,  it  being  in  the  fame  room.  Thefe  particulars  I  could  not  lup- 
prefs,  in  jultice  to  Mr,  Manwaring  and  Mr.  Monroe. 

MICHAEL  ANGELO  WARWELL. 


15  March,  1770. 

npHE  above  named  Michael  Angelo  Warwell  above- 
named  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above-written 
affidavit,  taken  at  the  requell  of  the  above-named  Ed¬ 
ward  Manwaring,  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  thing. 

Suffolk,  ff.  BoHon,  March  15th,  17:0. 

Before  Rr.  Dana,  J.  P.  and  of  the  Quorum. 

Edm.  Quincy, — J.  Pads. 


(No.  124.) 

Ac  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Bollon,  upon 
Tuefday  the  6th  Day  of  March,  1770. 

PRESENT. 

His  Honour  the  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 


Mr.  Danforth, 
Mr.  Erving, 
Mr.  Hubbard, 
Mr.  Gray, 


Mr,  Ruffell, 
Mr.  Tyler, 
Mr.  Pitts, 
Mr.  Dexter. 


T  H  E  town  having  been  put  into  great  disorder  and  confuficn 
the  lall  evening,  by  means  of  the  king’s  troops  firing  upon 
the  inhabitants,  whereby  three  or  four  of  them  have  been  killed, 
and  divers  others  wounded,  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor 
ordered  a  council  to  be  notified  :  The  council  being  met,  his  ho¬ 
nour  opened  to  them  the  occafion,  whereupon  they  advifed  him  to 
fend  notice  to  colonel  Dairy mple,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops,  and  to  lieutenant-colonel  Carr  of  the  2(5th,  that  the  lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  and  council  were  now  affembled  on  this  unhappy 
occafion,  and  would  be  glad  they  would  attend  in  council,  while 
the  matter  was  under  difeuffion,  and  afford  them  fuch  light  as  was 
in  their  pewer,  relpefting  the  affair  under  confideration.  The 
commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments  attended  accordingly, 
when,  in  their  prefence,  divers  gentlemen  of  the  council  informed 
his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor.  That  the  people  of  this  and 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  towns  were  fo  exafperated  and  in- 
cenfed  on  account  of  the  inhuman  and  barbarous  deftrudlion  of  .a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  troops,  that  they  apprehended 
imminent  danger  of  further  bloodfhed,  unlefs  the  troops  were 
forthwith  removed  from  the  body  of  the  town,  which  in  their 
opinion  was  the  only  method  to  prevent  it. 

While  thefe  matters  were  under  debate  in  council,  a  committee 
from  the  town  of  Bollon  then  affembled  in  town-meeting  waited 
,  '  on 
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on  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  mofl;  fervently  praying, 
That  his  power  and  influence  may  be  exerted  for  the  immediate 
removal  of  the  troops,  as  nothing  lefs  could  rationally  be  ex- 
pe£led  to  reflore  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  prevent  bloodflicd 
and  carnage.  No  queflion  was  put  to  the  council ;  but  the  feve- 
ral  gentlemen'  of  the  council  prefent  exprefled  their  fenfe  of  the 
neceffity  of  the  immediate  removal  of  the  troops  from  the  town: 
and  after  they  had  conferred  with  colonel  Dalrymple  and  colonel 
Carr  upon  the  fubjed,  his  honour  gave  the  following  anfvver  to 
the  committee  of  the  town,  the  fame  having  been  flrll  read  to  the 
council,  viz. 

Gentlemen, 

T  AM  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences  between  the  in- 
habitants  and  the  troops,  and  efpecially  for  the  a6tion  of  the  lafl: 
evening  ;  and  I  have  exerted  myfelf  upon  the  occaflon,  that  a  due 
inquiry  be  made,  and  that  the  law  may  have  its  courfe.  1  have  in 
council  confulted  with  the  commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments 
which  are  in  town  :  They  have  their  orders  from  the  general  at 
New- York;  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  countermand  his  orders.  The 
council  have  defired  that  the  regiments  may  be  removed  to  the  caftle. 
From  the  particular  concern  which 'the  29th  regiment  has  had  in 
thefe  differences,  colonel  Dalrymple,  who  is  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops,  has  fignified  to  me,  that  that  regiment  fliall  be  placed 
in  the  barracks  at  the  callle,  until  he  can  fend  to  the  general  and  re¬ 
ceive  his  further  orders  concerning  both  the  regiments  ;  and  he  has 
given  me  alTurance  that  the  main  guard  fhall  be  removed,  and  the 
14th  regiment  fhall  be  fo  difpofed,  and  laid  under  fuch  reflrainc,  that 
all  future  differences  may  be  prevented. 

The  council  was  then  adjourned  to  the  afternoon,  and  being  met, 
his  honour  received  a  fecond  melfagc  from  the  town  by  a  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpofe,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  honour  the 
lieutenant-governor,  and  acquaint  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting,  confilling  of  near  3000  people,  that  his  honour’s  reply  is 
by  no  means  fatisfaclory,  and  that  nothing  will  fatisfy  the  town,  lefs 
than  a  total  and  immediate  removal  of  the  troops. 

His  honour  the  lieutenant-governor  laid  before  the  board  the 
foregoing  meffage  of  the  town  prefented  to  him  this  afternoon,  and 
then  addreffed  them  as  follows,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  council,  1  lay  before  you  a  vote  of  the  town  of 
Boflon,  which  I  have  juft  now  received  from  them  ;  and  1  now  afle 
your  advice  what  you  judge  neceffary  to  be  done  upon  it. 

The  council  thereupon  expreffed  themfelves  to  be  unanlmoufly  of 
opinion.  That  it  was  abfolutcly  neceffary  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice, 
the  good  order  of  the  town,  and  the  peace  ot  the  province,  that  the 

Hz  troops 
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troops  (hould  be  immediately  removed  out  of  the  town  of  Bofton  ; 
and  thereupon  advifed  his  honour  to  communicate  this  advice  to 
colonel  Dalrymple,  and  to  pray  that  he  would  order  the  troops  down 
to  CalUe  William. 

I'he  following  is  the  firft  meffage  from  the  towm  of  Bofton,  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  foregoing  proceedings  in  council,  viz. 

At  a  meetinp-  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  at 
Fanieuil-hall,  March  6,  1770. 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  dhis  meeting,  that  ' 
the  inhabitants  and  foldiery  can  no  longer  dwell  together  in  fafety  ; 
that  nothing  can  rationally  be  expeded  to  rcllore  the  peace  of  the 
town,  and  prevent  blood  and  carnage,  but  the  immediate  removal 
of  the  troops ;  and  that  I'homas  Cufliing,  John  Hancock,  Jofhua 
Hanfhaw,  Samuel  Adams,  Henderfon  inches,  Samuel  Pemberton,' 
Dudor  Benjamin  C.hurch,  John  Ruddock,  William  Phillips,  Eze¬ 
kiel  Goldthwait,  Benjamin  Auilin,  vSainuel  Aullin,  William  Moli- 
neaux,  Jonathan  Malon,  and  Jofeph  Jackfon,  be  a  committee  to  wait 
upon  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  in  the  namepf  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  molt  fervently  pray  his  honour,  that  his  power  and  in¬ 
fluence  may  be  exerted  for  their  inftant  removal.  ^ 

N.  B.  Lieutenant-colonel  Dairy mple  of  the  14th  regiment,  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  Carr  of  the  29th,  and  captain  Caldwell,  of  his 
Majefty’s  fliip  Roi'e,  were  prelent  in  council,  during  the  greater 
pait  ol  the  forenoon,  and  the  whole  of  the  afternoon,  while  the 
loregoing  proceedings  were  had  in  council. 

The  foregoing  are  true  copies  from  the  council-minutcs. 

,  Atceft.  John  Cotton,  Secretary- 
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f  SEAL,  t 
T.  HUTCHINSON. 


By* the  Honourable  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Efq;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  in  and 
over  his  Majefty’s  Province 
of  Mafl'achufetts  -  Bay  in 
-  Nevv-England. 


T  Do  hereby  certify  that  Fofter  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  is  one  of  his  Ma- 
^  jefty*s  juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  abovefaid,  and  that  full  Faith  and  Cre¬ 
dit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to  his  A6ls  and  Atteflations  (as  on  the 
annexed  Paper)  both  in  Court  and  without. 

In  Teflimony  whereof  I  have  caufed  the  Public  Seal  of  the  afore- 
faid  Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed  this  13th  Day  of  March  1770. — 
In  the  tenth  Year  of  his  Majefty’s  Reign. 

By  his  Honour’s  Command, 

John  Cotton,  D.  Sec’. 


>» 


1770. 


Province  of  the  1  March 

Maffachufl'etts-Bay,  *  J 

'X'HE  lieutenant-governor  having  fummoned  a  council  to  confider 
what  was  proper  to  be  done  in  the  ftate  of  diforder  and  confii- 
fion  the  people  arc  at  prefent  in,  occafioned  by  the  troops  firing  upon 
the  inhabitants  the  laft  evening,  thereby  killing  three  or  four  perfons 
and  wounding  others ;  Previous  to  the  debate,  moved,  That  lieutenant- 
colonel  Dalrymple  and  lieutenant-colonel  Carr,  might  have  notice  to 
attend  in  council  if  they  faw  fit.  They  attended  accordingly,  when 
the  matter  was  largely  difeufted  in  council  ;  and  while  this  was  do¬ 
ing,  a  committee  of  the  town  defircd  to  be  admitted,  who  came  in 
and  delivered  a  meffage,  declaring  it  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  meeting,  that  nothing  can  rationally  be  expected  to  reftore  the 
peace  of  the  town,  and  prevent  blood  and  carnage,  but  the  imme¬ 
diate  removal  of  the  troops.  The  committee  withdrew  while  the 

matter  was  debated  in  council ;  and  colonel  Dalrymple  having  figt'i- 

ned 
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fied  to  the  lieutenant-governor,  that  he  was  willing  the  29th  regi^ 
ment,  who  had  rendered  themlelvcs  in  a  fpecial  manner  obnoxious 
to  the- people-  by*  the  concern  they  had  in  this  unhappy  affair,  fhould 
be  placed  in  tlie- barracks  at  the  caftle,  till  he  could  receive  orders 
from  the  general  ;  the  lieutenant-governor  acquainted  the  com¬ 
mittee 'accordingly,  and  the  council  vyas  adjourned  to  the  after- 
iK)on. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  lieutenant-governor  received  another  mef- 
fage  from  the  town,  acquainting  him  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting,  confiding  of  near  3000  people,  that  nothing  but  a  total 
and  immediate  removal  of  the  troops  would  fatisfy  the  town  ;  and 
Mr.  Adams,  one  of  the  committee,  told  colonel  Dalrymple,  That 
if  he  could  remove  the  29th  regiment,  he  could  allb  remove  the  14th, 
and  that  it  was  at  his  peril  if  he  did  not.  The  lieutenant-governor 
laid  the  anfwer  of  the  town  before  the  board,  who,  after  fuliv  de-  - 
bating  the  matter,  unanimoufly  advifed  him  to  pray  colonel  Dal¬ 
rymple  to  order  the  troops  down  to  Caftle  William. 

Previous  to  this  advice,  Mr.  Tyler  had  faid,  “  That  it  was  not 
fuch  people  as  had  formerly  pulled  down  the  lieutenant-governor’s 
houfe  which  'condinfled  the  prefent  meafures,  but  that  they  were 
j^ople  of  the  bed  characters  among  us  —  men  of  eftates,  and 
men  of  religion  :  That  they  had  formed  their  plan,  and 
that  this  was  a  part  of  it  to  remove  the  troops-  out  of  town,  and  after 
that  the  commillioners  :  That  it  was  impoffible  the  troops  fliould  re¬ 
main  in  town  ;  that  the  people  would  come  in  from  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  towns,  and  that  there  would  be  10,000  men  to  effect  the  remo¬ 
val  of  the  troops,  and  that  they  would  probably  be  dedroyed  by  the 
people  —  fitould  it  be  called  rebellion  —  fhould  it  incur  the  lofs  of 
our  charter,  or  be  the  confequence  what  it  would.”  Divers  other 
gentlemen  adopted  what  Mr.  Tyler  had  faid,  by  referring  exprefsly 
to  it,  and  thereupon  excuiing  themfeives  from  enlarging.  Mr. 
Pvufkjl  of  Charledown  and  Mr.  Dexter  of  Dedham,  confirmed  what 
he  fa’d  refpeCiing  the  prefent  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  towiTs  ;  every  gentleman  Ipoke  on  the  occafion,  and  unani- 
moufly  expreffed  their  fenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  the  immediate  remo¬ 
val  of  the  troops  from  the  town,  and  advifed  his  honour  to  pray  that 
cCiCnrl  Dalrymple  would  order  the  troops  down  to  Cadle  William  ; 
one  gentleman  to  enforce  it,  faid,  That  the  lieutenant-governor 
had  aficed  the  advice  of  the  council,  and  they  had  unanimoufly  ad- 
vifed  him  to  a  meafure  ;  which  advice,  in  his  opinion,  laid  the  lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  under  an  obligation  to  aCt  agreeably  thereto.”  Ano¬ 
ther  gentleman  f  prefied  his  compliance  with  greater  earnefinefs, 
and  told  liim,  “  I'hat  if  after  this  any  miffhief  fhould  enfue,  by  means 
of  his  dcclinii'.g  to  join  with  them,  the  whole  blame  mult  fall  upon 


*  Mr.  Grey. 


f  Capt.  Erving. 


him; 


I 
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him ;  but  that  if  he  joined  with  them,  and  colonel  Dalrymple, 
after  that,  (hould  retufe  to  remove  *the  troops,  the  blame  would 
then  Jie  at  his  door.”  The  lieutenant-governor  all  along;declared, 
that  he  had  no  authority  .over  the  uoops ;  yet  as  ithe  ^council 
knew,  by  what  had  pafled,  that  upon  this  defire  colonel  Dalrymple 
.would  confent  to  remove .  them.  He,  on  this  emergency,  told 
the  council,  he  would  comply  with  their  advice,  and  would  de- 
fire  it  of  him  accordingly  ;  and  the  colonel  declared,  “  That  upon 
receiving  a  letter  from  the  lieutenant-governor  to  that  purpofe,  he 
would  do  it.”  Thefe  declarations  were  made  to  the  towns-com- 
mittee,  and  were  by  them  faid  to  be  reported  to  the  town,  ftill 
affembled  in  town-meeting ;  whereupon  the  minds  of  the  people 
appeared  to  be  quieted. 

The  council  was  adjourned  to  the  next  morning,  to  fee  the 
minutes  made  by  the  lecretary  of  this  day’s  proceedings  fee  in 
order,  as  well  as  to  do  feme  other  bufinefs  that  had  been  afligned 
over  to  that  time. 

The  fecretary,  in  his  draft,  exprelTed  what  had  been  faid  in  de¬ 
bate,  in  thefe  terms.  —  “  Divers  gentlemen  of,  the  council  in¬ 
formed  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor.  They  were  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  people  to  have  the 
troops  removed  from  the  town  ;  and  that  this  was  not  the  fenle 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bolfon  only,  but  of  'other 
towns  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  (food  ready  to  come  in,  in  or¬ 
der  to  effeft  this  purpofe,  be  the  confequence  of  it  what  it  may  ; 
unlefs  they  fiiall  be  withdrawn  by  the  commanding  officers, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  was  the  only  method  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fufion  of  blood,  and,  in  all  probability,  the  dcfirudion  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  troops,  who  muff  be  overpowered  by  numbers,  which 
would  not  be  lefs  than  ten  to  one.” 

This  form  was  allowed  firidly  to  exprefs  the  truth,  but  that 
it  W'Ould  not  (land  well  on  the  council- records.  One  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  the  board  prepared  an  amendment,  as  in  the  words 

following,  -  “  That  the  people  of  this,  and  fome  of  the 

neighbouring  towns,  were  fo  exafperated  and  incenfed,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  inhuman  and  barbarous  defirudlion  of  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  by  the  troops,  that  they  apprehended  imminent 
danger  of  further  bloodlhcd,  unlefs  the  troops  were  forthwith 
removed  from  the  body  of  the  town,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
was  the  only  method  to  prevent  it.” — This  amendment  was  lub- 
ftituted,  and  the  minutes  of  the  whole  proceedings  fet  in  order 
and  agreed  to. 

ANDREW  OLIVER. 


Suffolk,  IT.  Bollon,  March  13th,  1770. 
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^NDREW  OLIVER,  Efq;  made  oath  before  me  the 
fubferiber,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  juftices  for  this  county,  that 
the  foregoing  by  him  fubferibed  was  true. 

FOSTER  HUTCHINSON. 


(John  (j}rter% 
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Palmes  Richard, 
Pryce  Thomas, 
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